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Green Giant – Can you remember the jingle
from the 1960s Green Giant commercial? “In the
valley of the Jolly—Ho Ho Ho—Green Giant.”
Our local Green Giant, on the Hill just west of
Dayton, is getting spruced up. Gary Lowe and
Jennie Dickinson have led the effort to add more
solar lights and improve the visibility of the
Green Giant. Additionally, State Representative
Terry Nealey has been working on signage and
a Highway 12 turnout for cars to stop and take a
closer look at the historic landmark. Thank you
Jennie Dickinson, Green Giant Gary and Terry
Nealey for your efforts to keep an important
part of our local heritage alive.
Bike Rack – Have you wondered about
the hitching-rail-looking bike rack in the
corner of the lot at the Smith Hollow Country
Schoolhouse? It’s a memorial to Rob Anderson,
a Dayton High School graduate, Class of 1991. A
plaque on the rack lists the names of the many
contributors
who made
the memorial
possible.
The rack is
maintained
by Andy
and Carol
Anderson who place seasonal decorations on
it throughout the year in memory of their son.
Thank you, Andy and Carol!
Dayton Days 2018 – For years, the main
attraction to Dayton Days was horse racing.
When the races were no longer a viable option,
many locals were afraid that Dayton Days would
become a relic of the past. On the contrary, this
year a band
of volunteers
worked together
to create a
memorable and
fun-filled family
event. Following
the annual
parade, Dayton
offered a variety of free kid-friendly activities,
with several centering around our area’s history.

Add small-town shopping and the increasingly
popular Mule Mania mule show to the list, and
visitors and community members had lots to do!
Hands on activities and interactive displays
were available at the Palus Museum, thanks
to Rose Engelbrite and Karen Thronson. At
the Smith Hollow Country School House,
Dallas Dickinson (tour guide) and Roz Edwards
(dressed as turn-of-the-century schoolmarm)
were kept busy with over 130 visitors. The
fun-filled activities were modeled from oldfashioned children’s games. Most popular were
the spelling bee, jump rope, and Annie Annie
Over. As you may nostalgically recall, children
play the game of Annie Annie Over by tossing a
rubber ball over a building while racing around
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to the other side. After several balls became
stuck in the rain gutter, the game was move to
the much shorter Dodge Cabin. Gingham stick
horses revived the memory of Dayton’s horse
racing days as children galloped up and down
the new side walk. Occasionally a horse head
came flying off the stick, much to the delight of
the crowd watching.
Inside the schoolhouse, typewriters and
player piano continued to be favorite hands-on
experiences. Outside, the recently relocated
Dodge Quarantine Cabin and the School Bell
were highly popular. Old fashioned hard candy
was handed out to anyone who participated in
an event, and all visitors enjoyed the platefuls of
homemade cookies.

¢ Schoolmarm’s Match ¢
Presented by Miss Edwards, our wonderful special-occasion schoolmarm at
Smith Hollow Country Schoolhouse (a.k.a. Roz Edwards, BMHS Vice-President)

WHAT DO THESE WORDS MEAN? COULD YOU EVEN SPELL THEM? Draw a line from the word
in the left column to that word’s meaning in the right column. These are a few of the antiquated
words that were used in the Spelling Bee for the championship round. They were actually found
in grammar school books from the 19th century. How did you do?
a. Supply
1. Bodkin
b. Wool fabric
2. Melodeon
c. Argumentative
3. Escritoire
d. Blunt needle with a large eye for making holes in leather or cloth
4. Pommel
e. Leap of a horse
5. Drugget
f. Do math or code
6. Ferule
g. Writing desk
7. Captious
h. Cane to punish
8. Curvet
i. Small red organ
9. Purvey
j. Knob at the front of a saddle, or hilt of a sword
10. Cipher

1-d; 2-i; 3-g; 4-j; 5-b; 6-h; 7-c; 8-e; 9-a; 10-f
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by Paula Moisio, BMHS President

T

he dictionary describes a pioneer in two
ways. First, as a noun “a person who
is among the first to explore or settle a new
country or area.” Synonyms for this definition
include settlers, explorers, trailblazers and
frontiersmen. The word pioneer can also
be a verb “to develop or be the first to use or
apply a new method, area of knowledge or
activity.” Synonyms for this definition include
introduce, launch, originate, and establish.
When we think of Columbia County
Pioneers, we can look back at many of the early
inhabitants and have a great appreciation for
what it took to be among the first to settle in the
area. Many of the names that come to mind of
the early inhabitants are still very recognizable
today: Dr. William W. Day, William Cahill,
Roberta Rockhill, Charles J. Thronson,
Daniel Delany, C.J. Broughton, and Marcel
Pietrzycki. Each of these individuals helped

Summer • 2018

establish and develop the area that we call
home. In addition to these men and women,
there were many who came before them and
many who have come since that have helped to
build the community of Dayton.
The early Pioneers set things in motion,
but there have been other pioneers that have
been helping to shape and develop the area
with each decade since Columbia County
was established on November 29, 1875. The
mission of Blue Mountain Heritage Society
is to preserve the history of Southeastern
Washington, and to that effect, we honor all
pioneers. We honor those who were among the
first to explore or settle the area and those that
have been instrumental in continuing to shape
the community. Men and women through the
decades (and centuries) have been pioneers by
introducing new ideas, new businesses, and
new industries. In addition, there are pioneers
who have helped to establish the organizations,
the government and the educational structure
of our area.
In this edition of the BMHS newsletter,
we remember a few of our area’s pioneers.

Mining in Columbia County:
Columbia Mining and Milling
Company
by Dallas Dickinson, BMHS Treasurer
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eorge Frank Jackson and
William Townsend Dickinson
came to Columbia County from Stark
County, Illinois—Jackson by rail,
steamer, boat, and wagon in 1878;
Dickinson by rail in 1889. Jackson
acquired land and stock, running a
large band of sheep on the Pataha at
Dry Hollow Homestead. Dickinson, G.F. Jackson (left) and W. T. Dickinson (right) - Columbia Mining Company Cabin on
who had been an architect and builder Cummings Creek – Photo Courtesy the Dickinson Family:
mining venture up Cummings Creek on the
in Galva, Illinois, was injured at Pea
Ridge, Arkansas, during the Civil War and Tucannon.
Known as the Columbia Mine, the tunnel
later became an assayer and mineralogist.
produced
promising samples of quartz, which
He eventually joined the Jacksons (Richard
A., George Frank, and John Henry) in the were sent to Tacoma, Portland, and Spokane
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for analysis. Water in one shaft and a narrow ledge in
another forced development of yet another tunnel.
Discouraging progress did not seem to deter investors,
according to a 1901 Columbia Chronicle letter to the editor.
The promise was, “Your money shall be carefully and
judiciously spent in an effort to develop the mine.” As it
turned out, W.T. Dickinson began suffering from ill health
and was unable to continue the development of the mine.
He died in 1904. A Columbia Chronicle article in August
1903 mentions “promising” assessment work, with “Gold
from new stringers, 2 assays, $7.23; from old stringer, gold
and silver, $17.90.” It is not known why the development
did not continue after Dickinson’s death.
Columbia Mining and Milling was one of many

Dayton’s First Post Office Was First Called
Touchet Post Office
by Dallas Dickinson, BMHS Treasurer

As reported in Nadine Dieringer’s April 30, 1997 Main
Street Newsletter, the first post office in what is now Dayton
was established in 1864.
Back then, the community was called Touchet. But the
town’s name, along with the name of its post office, changed

companies and mines in the area through the early years of
the 20th century. Other mines included Bonanza, Tukanon,
Big Four, Ophire, Alice, Annie May, Shinbone, Black
Diamond and more. However, there is not any information
that shows great wealth being unearthed from any of the
mines.
As a side note, G.F. Jackson’s home at 308 South First
Street was built in 1905 and has recently been renovated.
W.T. Dickinson lived at 515 South Fourth Street.
Commonly known as the Dexter house, the 1872 home is
currently for sale.
(Information from Jackson and Dickinson family history and the Columbia
Chronicle, 1899-1904.)
to Dayton in 1872, shortly after the first plat of Dayton was
filed in 1871.
Lambert Hearn was the first postmaster. He settled in the
Touchet Valley when there were just 10 white settlers in the
area between Dayton and Waitsburg.
The Main Street Newsletter collection, compiled by Nadine
from 1993-2009, was donated to BMHS by her husband,
Jack Dieringer.

by Dallas Dickinson, BMHS Treasurer

T

he
Dodge
Quarantine
Cabin is the latest addition to
the BMHS holdings. The final
item on the furnishings wish list
was a stove, of the
right era, that was
small enough to
fit into the cabin.
BMHS member
and
volunteer
Liz Carson mentioned that she
had a small stove
in her basement.
Duane Dunlap
took one look at
it and announced
it was “Perfect!”
Other
cabin

furnishings from BMHS archives include a large trunk,
enamelware dishes, basin and pitcher, commode, razor and
strop, and a cotton rag rug from
1904. The previously donated
items were just
waiting for the
perfect home!
The cabin is
conveniently
located
next
to the Smith
Hollow Country
Schoolhouse at
113 North Front
Street, Dayton,
WA. Stop by and
see what kind of
an environment
welcomed
Private Wesley Dodge home when he returned from the
Spanish American War.

by Dallas Dickinson, BMHS Treasurer

Of Pioneer Stock:

Wesley W. Hoskins, M.D.
(1923 - 2018)

Following in
the footsteps of
his great-great
grandparents,
Dr. Wesley W.
Hoskins knew
from the time
he was young that he wanted
to have “a life filled with adventure.” His ancestor Dillon
Hoskins brought his family by
wagon over the Oregon Trail to
Scio, with his 10-year-old son
James Birney Hoskins walking beside the wagon. On Dr.
Hoskins’ mother’s side, Jeremiah
Kenoyer and family were members of the Preachers’ Wagon
Train to Oregon in 1853.
The story of his growing-up
years with his parents Wayne and
Lavina on the farm outside of
Dayton turned into an autobiography, An Organic Childhood.
The book and wonderful pencil
sketches of scenes from Columbia County rural life are considered treasures by those involved
with Blue Mountain Heritage
and are on display at the Smith
Hollow Country Schoolhouse.
Dr. Hoskins passed away
May 14, 2018 at the age of 95
and generously designated Blue
Mountain Heritage Society for
memorial donations.
(Information
taken from
obituary of
Wesley W.
Hoskins, M.D. at
Legacy.com)
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What goes on behind
the scenes at Blue
Mountain
Heritage
Society usually involves
the collaboration of a
few hardy souls. Often
it is brain power, with
meetings,
planning,
paperwork, but just
The Furniture Movers - George Gagnon, Roslyn Edwards, Mike
as often, it involves
McQuary, and Dallas Dickinson with their load of furniture acquisitions.
physical labor such as
mowing, spraying, spreading gravel, clinic for many years. Following
p u l l i n g Dr. Day, there were Doctors Harri,
w e e d s , Pittman, Pandian and another surgeon
s c r a p i n g , before the current occupant, Kathleen
p a i n t i n g , (Kitsy) Casseday, ARNP, moved in.
We are fortunate to have the furniture,
cleaning,
m o v i n g estimated vintage 1930. It awaits an
things to appropriate exhibit location. Dr. W.W.
and from Day, born in Dayton in 1886, was
s t o r a g e , the son of Charles H. Day (born in
Pennsylvania) and Laura A. Rees (born
setting up exhibits, and more.
Recently BMHS accepted, from Terry in Oregon), who married in Dayton in
Dobbs, a donation of a sofa and chair 1877. Dr. W.W. Day and his wife Jesse
originally used in Dr. William Walker had one child, Will Day, born in 1914,
Day’s office at 112 N 2nd Street. The who died at the age of one month. Dr.
building has been in use as a medical Day died in 1972 in Dayton.

by Roslyn Edwards, BMHS Vice-President
Grants - So far this year, Blue Mountain
Heritage Society has been awarded two grants.
The Dayton/Columbia County Fund grant
helped cover costs incurred dismantling and
reconstructing the Dodge Quarantine Cabin. The
furnished cabin now resides next to the Smith
Hollow Country Schoolhouse. The second grant
came from the Columbia County Commissioners
as part of the State of Washington Tourist
Dollars. The funds will help with the creation of a
BMHS website.
Fundraisers – Over the last few months, BMHS
has had a couple very successful fundraisers. In
April, we collaborated with the local American
Legion Post to host a rousing day of Bingo at
the Dayton Elementary School. The American
Legion will use their share of the proceeds

for the annual maintenance and upkeep of
the Veterans Memorial on Main Street. BMHS
uses the proceeds to help with maintenance
and operating costs at the Palus Museum
and the Smith Hollow Country Schoolhouse.
Additionally, BMHS Volunteers participated in
the annual Third Street Yard Sale event with our
own treasures in front of the Palus museum. It
takes many volunteer hours to put the events
together, and sincere appreciation goes out to all
who helped with the events.
Class Challenge – You may donate to BMHS
at any time throughout the year in honor of the
year you graduated from DHS. Didn’t graduate
from here? Don’t let that stop you! Donate to
a specific year in honor or memory of a family
member or friend. Which class will win the
challenge in 2018?
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