




ing that they were going to burn the house. Mrs. Whitman fainted when she 
came down and saw the Doctor dying. She was placed on a settee and car­
ried by Mr. Rogers and an Indian. At the door Mr. Rogers saw the circle of 
Indians with their guns ready to shoot and dropping his end of the settee ex­
claimed, "My God we are betrayed." A volley from the waiting savages was 
his answer and both he and Mrs. Whitman were mortally wounded. The 
Indians then told Joe Lewis that if he was on their side he must kill Francis 
Sager to prove it. Francis was my school mate and about fourteen years old. 
We heard him cry to Lewis, "O Joe, don't shoot me," then the crack of the 
gun as Lewis proved his loyalty to the red men. 

As soon as it became dark the Indians left for their lodges of which a 
number were near. Everything became still. It was the stillness of death. All 
we could hear was the dying groans of Mr. Rogers who lay within six feet of 
us. We heard him say, "Come Lord Jesus, come quickly." Afterward he said 
faintly, "Sweet Jesus." Then fainter and fainter came the moans until they 
ceased all together. Thus dies my first teacher. 

We lay beneath the fl oor until about ten o'clock that night, then came out 
and tried to find some wraps and something to eat. We could find but little 
and did not linger long. Hanging by the window was a small bag with my 
childish keepsakes in it. When we came from under the floor I started to get 
this and stumbled over a small tin cup. I asked mother if I could take this 
and having her consent placed it in my little reticule. Later father split a 
stick and fastened to this cup so that mother was able to get water from the 
river while he was gone up to the fort for aid. It was cold in death. There 
was only star li ght to guide us and as we came out of the house we turned 
west, went down through fields and crossed the Walla Wall a River near the 
mouth of Mill Creek. Father made three trips to carry us across, fi rst taking 
my two brothers, then myself, and lastly mother. We then secreted 
ourselves the best we could in the bushes. When daylight came we found 
that we were near a trail and we could hear the Indians pass and repass, 
laughing and talking as they carried the plunder from the Doctor's house. 
Our thought was to go to Fort Walla Wall a on the Columbia River near 
what is now known as Wallula, which was about thirty miles distant. 

Tuesday night we were able to get but a short distance before mother 
gave out. When she could no longer stand, she tried to persuade father to 
leave us and go to the fort to try to get help. A t fir st he would not. He said, 
"I cannot leave you, but I can die with you." Mother waited until he became 
more calm and then pleaded duty. How often that word has helped a faint 
and faltering heart. When darkness came again and each had lift ed their 
hearts to God in prayer, for they were praying people, he made r~ady to go. 
They knew that he could take but one of us with him. Which should it be7 
Finally he took my little brother John, who was sick and weak, hoping to 
leave him at the fort to be sent to our friends in case the rest of us should be 
lost. Such a parting as that was. I hope I shall never witness the like again. 
How we li stened to his footsteps as he slipped away in the darkness. Just 

think of that lone man carrying a sick child nearly four years old, and he 
had never been over the way but once. He was nearly drowned while at­
tempting to cross the Walla Walla River, but managed to get out on the 
same side he went in and continuing on, finally crossed near Wallula and ar­
rived at the fort just at day break. He was put into a room where there was 
nothing but a fire and given a cup of tea and a few scraps to eat. He asked 
for help to get us in and was told that his wife would surely be dead and that 
he had better not try to get us children. He repli ed to McBain that he would 
save us or die in the attempt. Fortunately for us, an American artist by the 
name of Stanley, who was out painting and sketching for some company in 
New York and had been out in the Colville country where Rev. Eells and 
Walker had their mission station, came to the fort the same day father got 
there. He offered his horses and what lit tle provisions he had left and made 
the sick child as comfortable as he could, for they would not keep him at the 
fort. A Walla Walla Indian was secured as a guide and they came back to 
us. He had left us in the dark and was not familiar with the locality so of 
course i t was difficult for him to locate us when he returned. Finally he 
called my mother and when she answered the Indian jumped from his horse 
and came to us. He had his hand in his blanket and we thought he would kill 
us but he raised his hand and said "Hia Klatawa," meaning "Hurry and go." 
Then we knew that he was of the Walla Walla tribe and not a Cayuse Indian 
for they did not use the jargon. Father said, "My God, Margaret, are you 
still alive?" and fell across us. Such a meeting as that was. But here is where I 
must draw the curtain. 

It was now getting light and we were soon on our way. McBain had 
ordered father to go to Chief Five Crows on the Umatilla River, as he was 
still fr iendly to the whites. We started and soon came to what is now known 
as Mud Creek. The banks were steep and we had to unsaddle the horses to 
get them across. The Indian bent willows down to form a bridge over the 
creek and carried all of the things and us children across on it. While he was 
saddling the horses we saw a Cayuse Indian about a half a mile away on a 
little know!. Soon he came to us with his hand on his gun and told our 
guide, who was unarmed, to be still while he killed that white man. The 
Walla Walla Indian shamed him out of this by telling him that it would not 
be a brave act to kill a sick man who had his sick family with him. The 
Cayuse replied that he had never killed a white man and was not anxious to 
do so and would let him go for the rest of the Cayuses would soon get him 
anyway. Father had heard that if an Indian accepts tobacco from anyone he 
would not injure him, so he offered this warrior a piece of his tobacco. With 
a laugh, the Savage accepted i t and placed it in his bosom, and turning, rode 
off toward Waiilatpu. 

We kept on to the Hudson Bay Farm where a Frenchman with his Indian 
wife was in charge. There we secured a change of horses as the ones we had 
were worn out. I found out later that these horses belonged to Rev. Eells 
and had been loaned by him to Mr. Stanley. A friendly Indian secured them 



and returned them to Mr. Eells later. The Frenchman told father that he 
would never live to get to the Umatilla as the Indians were hunting him like 
bees to kill him, and advised us to go to Fort Walla Walla and demand ad­
mittance as American citizens, and if they refused protection to go to the 
mercy of the friendly Yakima Indians on the North side of the Columbia 
River. 

Father asked the Frenchman to conceal us there but he refused and told us 
to hurry away. We started again and reached the top of what is now called 
the "Oregon Hills." Here mother asked where we were going and upon 
father's replying, "To Umatilla", she slipped from her place behind him and 
said that she would go no further, adding, "If I have to see you murdered, it 
will be here." Father told her that McBain had told him not to come back 
and he did not know what to do, She pleaded with him to follow the 
Frenchman's advice so father called to the Indian that we would turn and go 
to the fort. His only comment was "close", meaning "Good". After a short 
rest we changed and I rode with father and mother was placed behind the 
Indian and tied to him as she was too weak to stay on the horse. He also 
fixed rope stirrups to hold her feet and make it easier riding for her. 

Our guide then took us over into what is now called Vancycle Canyon. 
We then traveled down toward the Fort and after some very narrow escapes 
reached it in the night. McBain's first words to us were, "Why have you not 
done as I bid you and gone to the Umatillas?" He was told that my mother 
would not go there and we were then taken into the Fort, but they wanted 
father to leave that night. He told McBain that he would not go until he 
could take his family with him. He said, "I demand protection as an 
American citizen. If you turn me out I will die by the walls of your fort." He 
was then told that he should be protected. We remained at the Fort until 
Mr. Ogden, one of the men of the Hudson Bay Co., at Vancouver, came up 
and bought us and the prisoners who were yet among the Indians. Paying 
for all in trade, SO blankets, SO shirts, 10 guns, 10 fathoms of tobacco, 10 
handkerchiefs, 100 balls of powder. For Spaulding and family he gave 12 
blankets, 12 shirts, 12 handkerchiefs, 200 balls and powder, S fathoms of 
tobacco, and some knives. 

The night after the Indians received their pay they took a war dance in the 
Fort, and I do not think that any one who has ever heard the savage yell 
when he is hungry for blood will ever be mistaken when he hears the gen­
uine chorus as we heard it that night. On the 3rd of January, 1848, we left 
the Fort in batteaus to go down the Columbia. The ground was frozen and it 
was snowing some when we left. We had not been gone an hour when the 
Cayuses, hearing that the Volunteers were on their way up, came to re-take 
us. The boats had to be unloaded at night and drawn ashore to keep them 
from freezing fast in the ice. You can imagine something of the trip. When 
we arrived at the Dalles, we met some of the Volunteers for there were no 
soldiers on this coast then. We met more at the Cascades. They helped us 
make a five mile portage. The boats had to be carried on men's shoulders. 

Every child that could walk and carry a bundle had to do so. (I carried a 
bag.) Not much of a pleasure trip you will say. But there was gladness in 
our hearts when we had made that portage. We were out of reach of the 
hostile foe. And now remember, we were prisoners of war and had to be 
kept together until we were given over to the Governor of Oregon. When 
we arrived where Portland now stands, for there were but few cabins there 
then, Gov. George Abernathy with 25 Volunteers stood on the sloping bank 
where the street dock now is, to greet us. They stood with arms presented 
until our three boats came under their guns, their flag floating over them. 
They fired over us, took off their caps and gave three cheers. I wish that I 
could picture to you as I saw it when Mr. Ogden stepped ashore and he and 
the Governor of Oregon clasped hands. He took out his papers, handed 
them to the Governor, and turning to us said, "Now you are a free people. 
You can go where you please. 
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Oscar Canfield 

William C~nfield's son, Oscar, was a lad of 10 at the time of 
the Whitman massacre and retained many vivid memories 

of the horrors of that terrible day. Here in an interview in 1909 
he gives some interesting facts in connection with 

the massacre and the experiences of his family. 

William Canfield, who was born in Vermont, moved West and settled at 
Oskaloosa, Iowa. Receiving a letter from a friend who came with one of the 
early immigrations to Oregon, that the place had a mild cli~ate, fertile soil 
and abounded in game and fish, Mr. Canfield, dissatisfied with the cold 
climate of Iowa, decided on the receipt of this letter to sell out and move to 
Oregon .. An in!eresting fact about this letter in this time of lightning ex­
presses, 1s that 1t was ten months coming from Portland to Mr. Canfield. It 
wen~ on a sailing vessel around Cape Horn to New York, thence across the 
continent westward, the last part of its journey was made by the pony ex­
press. 

In the Spring of 1847 a train of 100 wagons and 1,500 loose horses and 
cattle started for Oregon and Mr. Canfield and family were members of it. 
Mr. Canfield often remarked that he did not know what was before him or 
he never would have undertaken the journey. Yet he never regretted the 
move and ever thanked the Providence that brought him to the Pacific 
Coast. He_was bound for the Willamette Valley, but Dr. Whitman, wanting 
a blacksmith and a teacher, went to, or near the present sight of Pendleton 
met the wagon train and induced Mr. Canfield and a Mr. Sanders to com~ 
to the Mission, where they arrived just two weeks before the massacre. 
They had not yet unloaded their wagons. Mr. Canfield stood in front of the 

blacksmith shop, No~ember 29, 1847, at half past 1 o'clock. The signal gun 
of the ll_las~cre was_fired by one of a group of six Indians who were sitting 
on a rail pile watching Mr. Canfield and two others, dress a beef. One of 
Mr. Canfield's helpers was killed and the other wounded. He ran to the 
wagon and picked up his youngest that was playing around it, while Oscar 
came out of the blacksmith shop and took another. Both ran for the Mission 
house where the family was domiciled in one room. Oscar avers that at least 
20 shots were fired at his father, only one striking him. 

He saw one Indian near him drop down on his knee and take deliberate 
aim at his father. ~e is firmly of the opinion that it was mostly due to poor 
guns and ammunition that any of the white men escaped. 
. Once in the building which was an adobe Mr. Canfield and son went up 
mto the loft and seem to have been forgotten by the Indians, as that part of 
the house was not searched. That night he came down and he and his wife 
had a ~ong conference in which she urged him to try to make his way to­
Lapwa1, the home of Rev. Spaulding, and save his life for his children's 

lke. The Indians had quieted down and there seemed no immediate da.,lr 
to.the women and children, as no women but Mrs. Whitman had been kill­
ed and no children but the Sager boys who were wards of Dr. and Mrs 
Whitman. He yielded to the earnest entreaties of his wife and children and 
stole out in the darkness to a spot of underbrush on Mill Creek northeast of 
the mission houses and not far from the present site of the grave in which 
are buried Dr. Whitman and Mrs. Whitman and the others who were killed. 
At daylight of the following morning he returned to the hill near the mission 
and stood about where the monument now stands, to see if the Indians were 
making any kind of hostile demonstrations. His last words to his family the 
night before were, '1f I see anything in the morning to make me think the 
Indians intend to kill the women and children, I shall return and defend you 
as long as my life is spared," but all was quiet. The savage appetite for blood 
seemed satisfied and he started on the Nez Perce trails for Lapwai. 

A few days before, he had made some cinch rings for a Nez Perce Indian, 
and from him had learned the route to the Lapwai. He followed the trails 
cautiously by night and hid in the daytime until he reached an Indian camp 
on the Tukanon. He had traveled about 5 miles and had had nothing to eat 
but a few biscuits and the Indian food which is not appetizing under many 
circumstances, was relished and gave him strength. 

These Indians had not heard of the massacre, and had no suspicion con­
cerning their guest when he told them, he was one of St. George's men. He 
offered the chief a buffalo robe if he would take him on a horse to the cross­
ing of Snake River. The offer was gladly accepted. At the river he gave his 
vest to Chief Timothy for taking him across the river in a canoe. Soon after 
he reached Lapwai and was the first to break the news of the massacre to 
Mrs. Spaulding. 

When the news of the massacre was received at Vancouver, Chief Factor 
Ogden of the Hudson Bay company lost no time in coming to Wallula, to 
rescue the captive women and children and in about two weeks he had ran­
somed all the captives for blankets, handkerchiefs, rounds of ammunition, 
guns, shirts and tobacco. The tobacco was braided into ropes then and was 
sold by the fathom, a length of six feet. All amounting in value to about 
$500. 

Agents were sent to the Mission. The oxen were yoked to the wagons and 
what few belongings the robber bands of the Indians had spared, were 
hastily thrown in and the helpless band of women and children that had liv­
ed in hourly terror of the savage's tomahawk for two weeks, started on their 
way to freedom. The distance was over 20 miles and the drivers were boys, 
none of whom were over 10 years of age. The train might be attacked any 
time, for it was a well known fact that some of the Indians were fiendishly 
angry because the women and children were not to be killed and they could 
scarcely be restrained from indulging their savage desire. The boys, frighten­
ed as they were, goaded the oxen on to their greatest speed and the journey 
was probably accomplished in the shortes.t time of any ever made with ox­
en. Wallula reached and they were turned over to Mr. Ogden, thus becom­
ing hostages of Great Britain. 
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The Indians seemed to be greatly rejoiced over their wealth acquired by 
the ransom. The squaws began bringing up drift wood and piled it high 
within the walls of the fort. At dark it was lighted and all the Indians 
gathered around, and began singing. As the flames rose skyward the singing 
grew louder and soon the warriors began to dance. The dance merged into 
the war dance. Mr. Ogden was quick to see that these demonstrations 
meant danger to the occupants of the fort, and gave orders to let no Indian 
inside the fort building on any pretense whatever and armed every one that 
could use a gun and told them if an attack was made to sell their lives as 
dearly as possible. There was little sleep at the Fort that night and the 
Indians were the first to enjoy the rest of slumber as they sank exhausted 
from their orgies. 

Mr. Ogden had sent Nez Perce escorts to bring the refugees to Lapwai. 
Rev. and Mrs. Spaulding and family, Mr. Canfield, Rev. Gray and others. 

New Year's Day, 1848, the ransomed and few others in all nearly a hun­
dred, embarked in batteaux, belonging to the Hudson Bay Comp.any and 
rowed out into the Columbia, leaving the Indians and danger behind and 
this time fate befriended them, for no sooner had they reached the middle of 
the river than the Indians hearing that Colonel Cornelius Gilliam with 
volunteer troops was on his way from the Willamette Valley to punish 
them, rode in great numbers to the bank and demanded that they return, 
but the redmen were too late, the prey had eluded their grasp and was gone 
forever. No, not forever, for Mr. Canfield returned later to help the 
volunteers chastise his enemies. 

The journey to Vancouver in an open boat in winter, was attended with 
much suffering and many hardships. The portages at The Dalles and 
Cascades were made, by the men carrying the boats on their shoulders and 
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the women and children walked. In the latter case the distance is six miles. 
The endurance of those people is almost incomprehensible. Soon after 
reaching Oregon City, Mrs. Canfield gave birth to a child, but it lived but a 
few days. 

Not withstanding all the hardships endured by this couple, they both liv­
ed to a good old age in their California home in Sonoma County and 
strange as it may seem, Mr. Canfield carried the bullet in his back that he 
received at the massacre, all his life and it was not the cause of his death. 

Many years later Oscar Canfield returned here and went to see Chief 
Timothy. 

"Do you remember, long time ago, taking a man across Snake River, who 
had no money and gave you his vest?" he asked him. 

"Dr. Whitman man?" he asked. 
''Yes." 
'Timothy remembers." 
'Well that man was my father, and you saved his life. If you will tell me 

how much you charged for taking a man across the river at that time, I will 
pay it and interest up to today." 

"Halo," the chief replied. 
''Me, close tum tum," he said placing his hand on his heart. 
''Do you know that you would get a whole lot of money?" Mr. Canfield 

asked. 
"Hi-youl yes," he said. ''But Dr. Whitman my close friend. Me close tum 

tum. Man my friend." And no amount of urging could induce the Indian to 
take pay for his service. 

'Well then," said Mr. Canfield, "I would like to make you a present," and 
offered him a gold piece. 

''My friends give me present yes, but pay halo." 
The amount seemed insignificant to Mr. Canfield and he offered him 

some tobacco and as long as Timothy lived he always received a' present of 
tobacco once a year or oftener. 
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CHAPTER XV.• 
THE CAYUSE WAR OF 1848.-0REGON ORGANIZED AS A TERRITORY. 

L et us look back into the year 1847, and take up the military orgnnization as i 
was left in the previous chapter, with the Oregon Rifles at the Dalles. On the nint 
of December the Lgislature au thorized the raising and equipping of a regiment not to 
exceed 500 men for the field . . Two days late r tl1at bocly cho:::e for the regiment its . 

FIELD .. \ XD ~TAFF OFFJCEHS . 

C'nlon<-1, \orneli11:: (;j)Jinrn, :.icci,l,·ntnll_,. killrrl. 
L ieulcnnnL•Colond, Ja,m•s \\"all-rs, pro111<>ted 10 Colonel. 
)lnjor, l L A. G. Lee. 
Adjutant, n. F. Burch. 
Surgeon, W. )I. C'nrpenlcr. 

. \ssislnnL Su rgeons. F. Snider nnd IL""°''""· 
1 ·,111u11h~ary. JClcl Palmer. 

Qu!lrlcrrna~U:r, B .. Jennings. 
!'.,y111astcr. L. Il. Knox . 
.lntlge Ad,·oc.stc, Jacob S. Hincarson. 

CO~IJ>. \SY OFFIC:ETIS. 

Compnny .\ -C,,ptnin, Lawrence Hall ...... ......... Fir,L Lieulcn:int, II. D. o·Bryn nL ... $ccund Li~utcnanl, John Engent ........ 55 m 
C:,mpnny D-Coptnin, J ohn W. Owens ... ........... Fir.t Lieul.l'nant . A. F. Rogers ........ Sceond Lieutenant, T . C'. Shaw ........... 43 mell 
Company C-Captain, If. J . G. ~faxon ........ ...... First L1eutenont, I.~. Gill,crt ......... Second LieutenaoL, \\'111. l'. Pugb ....... 84 ~ell 
Company D-Captain, Th,,mas :'l!cJ,ay .............. F irst Lieutcnnnt, rhnrles :'l!eKay .... Sccond Lieutenant, .\lex. :'lkKay ....... 36 me 
Company D-Cnptain. Phil. F. Thompson ......... First Lieutenant. Ja 111Ps Brow n l.. .... Sccond Liculcuanl, J . .!II. Garrison .. .... 52 me 
3 Company :F:- Capl ain, Lc,·i >. En.~lish .......... FirsL Lieutenant, \\'i!lin111 Shaw ...... Second Licutcnan l, F. l\I. .\!uukers ..... 44 m 
Company £-Capta in, W i!!iHm .\Ianin ..... .. ...... First LieutcnnnL, A E. Gnrrison .... . Sccond Licul.enanL, David Waters ....... 36 111 
Cvmpany E-Captain, W. r. P ugh .... ..... .......... First LiPutenant, >. R D,,1,· .. ........ ~econd Lieu tenant, :'I!. Rawsely ....... . 63 me 
Company G-Caplain, ,James W . Nesmith ......... First Lieutenant. .J. S. Snook ..... ..... Second Lieutenant, .\f. Gilliam .... ....... 6ff me 
Compouy H -Coptnin, George W. Bcuncu ... . ..... First Lieute11ant, ,1. R. Bcdn ......... Seeoncl Lieutenant, J . R. I'nyoe ........ .49 metl 
2 Company I-Captain, William Shal< ... ............ First Lieu1enonL, D. Crawford ......... Seeoncl Lieut.enant. B. Dnrio ... ..... ....... 36 me 
3 C-ompany >o. 7-Cn)'lUin, J . .!I!. Garrison ......... Firsl Lieutcnunt, A. E. Garrison ...... Seeond Lieutenant, John Hersen .... .. .. 27 me 
F. S. Waters' Guard-Ca plain, William Mart n ... FirsL Lieutenant, D. We.ioo ............ Secoocl Lieutenant, B. Taylor ............. 57 ne 
ReorgR11ized Compnn)·- Captaio, Joh n E. Rees .. . Firsl Lieutenant, 0. P. Barnes .. . ..... Sccond Lieutenant, W.W. Porter ..... . 

· Two other companies at a later date ,rent out to the nel<l. 
F ebruary 23, 1848, Colonel Gilliam reached the Dalles with fifty men. 

main body of his regiment arri,-ing at that place, he moYed to the Des Chute.::; riv 
on the tw·enty-seYenth with 130 men, crossed to the east bank, an<l sent :\Iajor L ee u 
the stream about t,,enty miles on a reconnaisauce, where he found the enemy, engag 
them, killed one, lost some of his horses and r eturned to r eport progress. On th 
twenty-ninth Colonel Gilliam moYed up the Des Chutes to :Meek 's crossing at the 
mouth of the cafion in "·hich l\Iaj or L ee had met the Indians. The next morning on 
entering the canon a skirmish followed, in which wer e captured from the hostiles, 40 
horses, 4 head of cattle and $800 worth of personal property, all of which was sold by 
the quarternrn.ster for $1,400. The loss in killed and wounded of the Indians was not 
known. Ther e was one white man ,rounded a.ncl the r esult was a treaty of peace with 

I Died at Vancouver February 30, 18-1S. 
2 Organized a t, Walla Walla , June i: 1848 ; mustered out September 28, 18.J . 
3 Companies E nod >o. j were consolidated os Company K, April 17, 1S.Je. 
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the Des Chutes Indians. The command push ed immedia tely forward to the ·walla 
Walla country and r eached the mission prior to ::\Iarch 4. On the ·way to that place 
, battle occurred at Sand H ollows on the emigrant road eight miles east of the --well 
Springs. It commenced on the plain where ,rnshes in the sand make natural hidi ng 
places for a foe, and lasted until towards night. T he Yolnn teer force "·as arranged 
:fth the t\ain in the road protected ~y Captain Hall's company._ The co~panies of 
Captains 'Ibompson and ::\Iaxon formmg the left flank " ·ere on the north side of the 
toad, and those of Captains English and M cKay as the right flank were on the south 
ot right of the command. Upon l\IcKay's company at the extreme right the first 
demonstration ,ms made. Five Crozcs, the head chief of the Cayuses, made some pre­
tensions to the pos. ession of wizard powers and declared to his people that no ball from 

3 white man 's gun could kill him. Another chief of that tribe, named Tj'ar Eagle or 
&;allow Ball, made similar profc::;sious and stated that he could swallow all the bullets 
•from the guns of the i1n-a<ling ,.u-my if they were fii:ed at him. The two c-ltief;; prom­
ised their people tliat Gi lliam's command should n eyer reach the U matilla riYer, and 
to demonstrate their inYulncndJility and power as medicine chief:;, they- dashed out 
ftom concealment, rode cl uwn close tQ the Yolun tccrs and ::;hut a ]itt le dog that came ou t 
io bark at them. Captain ::\IcKay, although the order ,ms not to fire, could . hold back 

o longer, an <l bringing hi.· rifle to bear took delibernte aim and ::;h ot TVar Eagle 
tnrough the head killing him instantly. Lieutenant Charles ::\IcKay brought his i:,hot 

n down to the hollow of his arm, and firing "·ithont sighting it, so seYcrely wounded 
.ve Groics that he gaye up -the command of his warriors. This was a serious, chilling 

opening for the Indians, two chiefo gone at the first onset and their powers of incanta­
tion proYed worthless ; but, they continued the battle in a skirmishing way, making 
dashing attacks and masterly retreats until late in the afternoon. At one time during 
Q}e en gagement, Captain l\Iaxon's company follo,recl the enemy so far that it was sur­
rounded, and a sharp encounter followed in which a number of Yolunteers were disabled. 

fact, eight of the eleYen soldiers wounded that day were of Maxon'.- company. 
wo Indians were known to haYe been killed, but the enemy's loss could not b¢"jrnown 

8$ they remoYed all of their wounded and dead, except two. 
. That night the regiment camped on th e battlefi eld " ·ith out water, and the Indians 

built large and numerous firep along the l>luffs or high lands some two miles in ad­
vance. The n ext day Colonel Gilliam moyecl on, and " ·ithout inciden t " ·orthy 
of note, reached ,,-hitman's mission the third day after the battle. The main body 
of Indians fell back towards Snake rirnr, and a fruitless attempt followed to induce 
them to giYe up the parties ,rho had committed the murders at Wailatpu. Colonel 
Gilliam at last determined upon making a raid into the Snake riYer cou-M-ry, and in 
carrying out this programme, snrprised a camp of Cayuses near that stream, among 

.- whom "·ere some of the murderers. The captured camp professed friendship, ho,YeYer , 
and pointed out the horses of Indians on the bills that they said belonged to the 
part~ whom the Colonel was anxious to kill or capture, stating that their o,rners were 
0~ the north side of Snake riYer and beyond reach. So ,rell " ·as their part acted that 

1r officers belieYed their statements, proceeded to dri.e off the stock indicated, and 
.itarted on their return. They soon found that a grieyous error b ad been committed in 
releasing the village, whose male population were soon mounted upon war horses, and 

18 
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a.s.-;n ile<l the rnlunteers on all sides, forc- ing them to fight the ir way a~ tl1ey fell back to 
th e Touchet ri,·er . Throug h the whole <lay and un til eYening, yes, into the night 
after their arrival at the latter stream, the contest was maintained, a constant harass. 
ing skirmish. The sol<liers ,rnuld driYe th e Indians bne:k flga in and again, but so soon 
as the retreat was resumed, the red skins were upon them onc:e more. Finally, after 
going into camp on the Touchet, Colonel Gillinm ordered the captured stock tmned 
loo. e, and ,rhen the Indians got possession of it, they returned to Snake ri\-er without 
molestiug the command any farther. In the struggle on the T ouchet, "·hen the r;. 
trenting soldiers fir~t reached tha t stream, YVilliam Taylor was mor tally wounded by 
an Indian who sprang up in the bushes by the stream nnd firetl ,rith but a few yards 
between them. X athan Olney, afterwards Indian agent, seeing the ae:t, rushed upon 
the . arnge, snatched from his h and a wnr club in which was fastened a piece of iron, . 
and dea lt him -a blow on the head with it ,rith ~uch fo rce HS to cause the iron to split 
the club, and y et fail etl to kill him. H e then clo~ed with hi~ antagonist in a hand to 
hand struggle and ~oon ended the contest with a. kni fe. The ,niter ha~ not. been 
able to learn of any other kno,rn casunl t ies in that affair, whiclt ended wi thout haYing · 
accomplished anyth ing to further the purposes CJ f the e:ampaign. 

Colonel Gill inm stnrtctl from the mi~sion on the twentieth of .Jfon·li, with a small 
force dcstinecl to return from th e Dalles ,ritlt supplies, wl1ile lie wa~ to eun tinue to the 
,Villnmette and report to the GoYernor. , Vhile c:ampctl nt \ V cl I Spring~ he was killed 
by an accidental discharge of a gun, and his remains ,rere taken to h is frien<ls ,rest 0£ 
the Cascades by ~Iajor L ee. This officer soon returnetl to his regiment with a com­
mission as colon el, Lut finding L t. Col. \Va ters had been elcctedby the regiment to that 
position in his absence, he rcsignecl ancl filled a subordinate offi ce for t l1e remainder of 
his term of enlistment. T he attempt by commissioner;;:, who had been sent with the 
yolunteers, as requested by th e Indians in their memorial to the Americans, to nego­
tiate a peacefu l solu tion of the difficult problem, failed. They wanted the Indians to 

deliYer up for execution all those 1d10 had imbrued their hands in the blood of our 
countrymen at , Vailatpu, and it included seYeral chiefs ; they wished the Cayuses to 
pay all damages to emigrants caused by their being robbed or attacked while passing 
through the Cayuse country. The Indians wished nothing of the kind. They wanted 
peace, and to be let alone; for the Americans to call the account balanced and drop · 
the matter . The failure to agree had resulted in two or three . kirmishes, one of them· 
at least a seYere te. t of strength, in ·which the Indians h ad receiYed the ,rnrst of it, 
and in the other the Yolunteers bad accomplished nothing that could be counted a suc­
cess. The Cayuses finding that no compromise could be effected, abandoned their 
country, and most of th em passed east of the Rocky mountains to hunt for buffalo .. 
-Nothing was left for the Yolunteers but to lea;-e the country also, ,rhich t hey did, and '. 
the ·cayuse war had practically ended. Finally, the Inclians wished to return to their 
homes, but war stared them in the face, and what could th ey do. They ,Yere not 
anxious for a farther test of strength with the Yolunteers, but ,rnre giyen to understand 
that peace could nernr exist between th em and the Ame,ricans until the murderers 
were deliYered up for punishment. Thinking to negotiate some compromise of exist­
ing difficulties, five chiefs finally, in the early part of 1850, came in to haYe a talk 
with GoYernor L ane. Being brought to Oregon City, th ey wer e thro,vn into prison, 
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tried, condemned, and h ung at that place on the third of June, 1850. A great many 
people in Oregon doubted. the guil t of these firn chiefs, who it "·as claimed. had de­
livered the1m:eh es up as the ones to be punished fo r the massacre, and the acting Go\·­
eroor ,roulcl ha ye granted th em a reprieYe if h e hn<l ·been certain of possessing th e 
power to do so. It ,\·as not k nown at the time ,Ylrnth er GoYernor Lane was in Oregon 
or California, ,Yhich left the question of ,Yho was executive in doubt. The fiye died 
aeclaring their innocence, and now there is a ::ornall remnant of that tribe ,yho still be­

_- lieve in the religious faith taug_h t them by ·Whitman, wh o yenerate his memory; but 
they say the parties hnngeJ "·ere 11ot the ones ,Yho participa ted in that bloody drama. 

T he following is the declaration siguecl by the chiefs executed : 

DECL\R . .\.T IO:\" OF n-xoCE:-iCE IlY THE CHLEFS EXECCTEIJ .TU:\"E :5 , 1S5U. 

, .. _The <leclarntions were made, a portion on the second, and finally 0 11 the tl1ird of 

June, the dny of execution . 
· 'J{rLoKITE-" l nm innocent of the crime· of which I am c- lwrgccl. Tho::::e wh o com-

mitted it are dead, :-:omc kill ed, some died ; there were ten , h Y0 were my sons ; they 
were killed by the Cayuses. T11msuclry, before the massac-re, c-ame to my lotlge ; he 
toJ~ me they ,rnre going to h old a council to kill Dr. Whitman . I told h im not to do 
so, that it ,ya,s l.1ad . One night seYen Indians died near the house of Dr. ·w1i it rnan, 

-~hom he had. given medicines. 'l'wnsuclc.y's family were sick; he garn them 
,ts and leayes ; they got ·well. Other Indians <lied. Ti1rnsnclry came often. I talked 

. him, but h is ears were shut; he ,rnuld not hear; h e and others went away. After 
a :wbile some chi ldren came into my lodge an<l told me what was going 0 11. I had told 
Tumsuclcy oyer and oyer to let them alone ; my talk "·as nothing; I shut my mouth. 
~~en I left_ my people, the young chief told me to come down and talk with the big white 
en}~~, and tell him who it was, that did kill Dr. ,Vhitman and oth ers. ::\Iy heart was 
oig; 'tis small now. The priest tells me I must die to-mor row. I know not for what. 

l:\ey tell me that I'haYe made a confession to th e marsh al , that I struck Dt;JVhit­
~n. 'Tis false! You ask me if the priests did not encourage us to k ill Dr. Whitman ? 

~,.OS\'ier no, no." 
, . Monday, 11:30 o'clock- " l am innocent, but my heart is weak since I haYe been 

· : chains, but since I must die, I forgiYe them all. · Those ,\·h o brought rue here and. 
take care of me, I tak e them all in my arms, my h eart is opened." 

Qt;U.H)L.\.RSU)I (skin or panther 's coat)- " I was up the riYer at the time of th e 
miassacre, and did not arriYe until the next clay. I was riding on horseback; · a " ·hite 

Q~an came running from the house. She held out h er hand and told me not to kill 
'her. I put my hand upon ·h er head and told h er 11.ot to be afraid. There "·ere plenty 
0£ Indians all about. She, with th e other "·omen and children, went to Walla ·walla, 
_to Mr. Ogden's. I was not present at the mur der, nor was I any way concerned in it. 
[[~~ .innocent. It hurts me to talk about dying for nothing. Our chief told us to 
co;rne down and tell all a.bout it.. Those who committed the murder are killed and 

.cl: .. The priest s~ys I must die to-morrow. If th ey k ill me, I am innocent." 
. . . M;onclay, 11:30 A . M.- '' I was sent here' by my chief to declare who the guilty 

P.~rsons wer e ; the wh ite chief ,rnuld then sh ak e bands with me; the young chief would 
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come after me ; ,rn would have a good heart. ::.\Iy young chief tolLl me I was td 
here to tell what I knol\· concern ing the murderers. I did not come as one ·

0 
murderer;;, for I am innocent. I neyer made any dec-larations to any one that I 
guilty. This is the last t ime that I may speak." · 

KLO • .\.KA:IIUS-" I was there at the time ; I li,-ed there, but I had no hand · 
murder. I saw them when they were killed, but did not touch or strike any on 
looked on. There were plenty of .Indians. ::.\Iy heart was sorry. Our chief to 
to come clo,n1 and _tell who the murderers were. There were ten ; they are la 
They say I am guilty, but it is not so; I am innocent. The people do not unders 
me. I can't talk to them. They tell me I must die Ly being hung by the necl 
they do kill me, I am innocent, and God ,rill giye me a big heart. _ 

::.\fonday, 11:30 A. M.-" I haYe no reason to die for things I did not 
l\Iy time is short. I tell the truth. I know that I am clo~e to the graYe; bµb 
heart is open and I tell the truth. I loYe eYery one in this world. I know that 
"·ill giYe me a big heart. I nernr confessed to the marshal that I was guilty, o 
any other person ; I am innocent. The priests did not tell us to do "·hat the Ind1 
ha,·e clone. This is my las t talk." 

Sr..\.HSMXCI-rcs (or wet wolf)-I say the same a:; the other.~; the 
killed; some by the whites, some by the Cayuses, and some by others. 
in number." 

:.Ionclay, 11:30 ~\.. :11.-" I lrnYe nothing more to say; I thi nk of God. I fo'_rgi; 
all men ; I lorn them. The priest clid not tell us to do this." 

TI-ImIAllAS-" I did not know that I came here to die. Onr chief told us to® 
and see the whi te chief and tell him all about it. The white chief wonld then tell usa 
w·hat ,rns right and what was wrong. Learn us [how J to liYe ,vhen we returned ho 
\ Vhy should I have a bad heart- after I am shO\red and taught how to live? ·,,l 
eyes were shut when I came here. I did not see, but now they are opened. I _HJ 
been taught; I hase been showed what was good and ,Yhat wa.s bad. I do not want 
die; I know now that we are all brothers. They tell me the same Spirit made us a1 

Monday, 11:30 A. :.vr.-" Tliomahas j oined with Tilokite. ~Iy heart cries_ 
brother ,ya.s guilty, but he is dead. I am innocent. I know I am going to die 
things I am not guilty of, but I forgiye them. I love all men now. ::.\Iy hope;, t 

· priest tells me, is in Christ. ::.\Iy heart shall be big with good." 
(Signed) H EXRY H. CRAWFORD, , 

Sergeant, Co. D., R. M. R. : 
ROBERT D. MAHOX, 

Corporal, Co. A., R. l\L R. 

TERRITORIAL ORGAXIZATIOX IX 1849. 

In the summer of 1847, J . Quinn Thornton was appointed by Governor A?~ 
netby to visit ,vashington as Territorial D elegate, and r epresent Oregon's interes4J 8 

the capital. His passage money was secured by a subscription, which included a flb . 
donation that was taken on the vessel in which he sailed to San Francisco where 1 

was sold. ,vhen news of the \Vhitman massacre reached ,villamette, the Legislat.,.. 
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WILLIAM C. PAINTER was born in St. Genc1·ie1·e Co., .\[i,;ouri, April 1 , 18.30. Hi, parents, Philip and J ean, 
lil'ed on a farm, and the early years of William's life were passed in that home. In 18 50 hi- father started for Oregon with his 
family of wife and seven children, and died of cholera on the Li11lc Blue ri,·er. Two c,f hi, ,on, had been burried as they 
camped by that st ream two days before, and only the mother. wi1h her two daugl1ters, :\l:ugaret A., ancl Sarah J., and three 
sons, \Villiam C., J oseph C., and Robert .\I., were left to continue their sorrowful journey tu the l'acilic coa,t. Upon thcfamily's 
arrival in the Willamette, they took up sen:ral donation Ian•! claim, in \\"a,hin;:ton Co .. and the one taken by \\'illiam was retained 
by him, until his removal to \\'ashington Territory, in 1S63 \\'hen the l ndian 11·ar of 1855 broke uut he 11·as one of those who 
cnli::ttcd for tha.t c:1.mpaign, 35 a mc>nber of C omp:1.ny J >. ht Reg., Orcg,1n )lountcd \·0 1,., continuing to foll,) w tht: fortunes of 

h is company unul it was mustered out of sen·ice lat<! in 1S56. It 11:,, the opportune arri,al of thi, comm:rnd upon the scene 
of action that caused the I ndians, at the baule of \\'all., \\'alb, in llccember. 1855. to gil'c up the st rnggk, and retreat into 
the Palouse country. lk participate,! with credit ti, him,df in all the hattle, and ,kirmi,hc< of that "ar ea,t of the Cascades, 
priM to th,: clishandmetH of his company. 

T he flag-of "hich thi, i, a fac-,:mile, 

,,·a!'I made by young belies attt:ndin~ thl.· 

Forest Grove Academy (now l'acitic l'n,­

vcrsity) in tS55. and was pre,ented hy >Lr,. 

Tabitha Brown, o ne o f the foun<ler, of that 

institution, t11 Company 1,, J-;t Rcgt. . Or. 

~lounted \'o!-., a, that co111111:10d 11a- lea,·­

ing \\'illameltc to participate in a camp:.ign 

again,t the ho,tile Jnclians. >Ir. T'ai nter \\'as 

cho,en hy hi, comrade,; a.s ih hearer. an•! still 

retain, the color,, after ha,·ing hornc them 

thmugh the Indian war of tS55 -6 and that 

of tS;S. 

In 1 ;S, "hen the h•)stih: Bannock an•I Pah l't, ln•l'an- "·re kin,; JHtr-ueci mto \\'a-hin,;ton Territory by Gen. 0. 
O. I (oll'ard, a company of men enlisted in \\'alb \\'a:la under \\'. C. l'ai,,:,r fur acti1·e ,,rncc. a:vl their brief campaign 
on the Columbia ril'er recci1·ed the following mention l,y Cajlt. J ,,hn .·\ Kre,,. ll'hich wa,made a part of General I lo w­
arcl', official re po rt of th:u w2.r: •· Small ban,!, .,f Jcdian, with large t,um:,cr nf h,,r,e, ra,,e,! t•' north side Columbia 
s;muhaneou.:-ly, at cbylight this morning, at point ne:u ~orth \\"i11nw ,_ rci.:k. :u Cnyutc :--. t:1i:ion, at h(!ad of Long J..,fand, 
and ju,t above l'matilb. I caup-ht one band in the a,· t at L,,ng lslan,1. a- repor:e.J thi- mnrning. I (al'e attac_kcd and 
dispersed the,e bands at different points during the <!.,... H ad po,,e--i,,n .,f 01·er t110 hundre,l h,,r,es at one t11ne, but 
wa, not able to keep them. Captured and destroyed packs. canoe,. and other prcipeny : capttm:d thirty horses and packs 
0fone banrl. l[ad two \·cry Ji,·ely :-:;kirmi,h~~, bn,ling :-Jtc .. riring- from ,t<.::imcr. ant'. charging Incli:ln.;; succe,!-,full?· up steep 

hill,: no ca,ualties kno wn except wounding one Indian a11 I kiilin;: til'e hor,e, in attack on one of the bands. Captain Charles 

Painter and the forty-two ,·oluntPers from \\'alb \\'alla de-en·e prai,e for good conduct and brn,·ery, not excepting my \"ancou­
ver regul:irs and Captain Cray wifh ufticers and crew o f Steamer Spokane, who stood firmly at their pos,s under fire .. , .-\ week 
after the close of sen ·ice on the river he was made Aid de Camp on the staff of Go,·. E. P. Ferry, with rank of Lieut. Colonel, 
and immediately took charge of fifty t 11·0 men, who crossed 01·cr to as,ist the people of Ea, tcrn Oregon in defending that region 
against the onslaught of the hostile ,a,·ages, t ecently defeated by General Howard. He passed south of the retreating bands 
to Camas pr:iirie with his little force, to intercept their retreat, bm the hostiles, learning of his position, a1·oided a collision b y 
a circuitous route, and the Colonel returned to \\':ilia \\'alla with captured hor~es as his only ,·isible trophy of that campaign. 
The~e horses were sold at auction, and mo ney enough was rcceil'cd by this means to pay the entire expense of his command. 
Although no battle was fought in this la,t expedition, it 11a., considered so hazardous that ten dollars per day II as offered for 
guide, without its inducing any one to unc!ertake the dmy. But let us return to the more ordinary pur,uits of his life, and pick 
up again the threa,J in Oregvn. I n tS6 r and 1862, he left the farm in the \\'iliamctte ,·alley and became a miner in the moun­
tains east of Snake ri,·er, and in 1S6.3. came to \ \'allub, ancl cletked for Flander, and Felton for four years. \\'hon the senior 
member o f the firm was elected to Congress in I S67. >[r. Painter touk ch,rge of their businc,s, and became Post-ma,ter and agent 
for \Velis Fargo & Co. at that place. \\'hile there he was appointed Deputy Collector of fnternal Re,·enue for Eastern Wash­
ington TerritOI')'· On reccil·ing this last appointment he rcmo\'t:d to \\'alb \\'alla City, and has li,·ed in this place since. H e 
resig ned as Deputy in C\01·ember, 1S70, but the re, ignation was not accepted until the following >lay. I le then made an unfor­
tunate in,·e,tment in ;ome mill property that pro,·ed his financial \\'aterloo, and w~s forced to commence at the foot of the lad­
der fo r a busine,s climb. I le then went to work for wages and continued this until 1S76, when the wheel of fortune turned in 
his fa\'or again, an,! he recci1·cd the appointment of a Recei,·cr in the U. S. Lane! 0111cc. This pn,ition was he!J by him unti l 
in September, 18;S. and he " ·a;; then elected Audit<,r of \\'alla \\'alb Co .. in :\"o,·ember nf that yea r, and reelected in ).°01·em­
ber 1S8o. 

In 1864, January 7, he \\':IS 111arried to Carrie .\Jitchcll. the cbught<:r o f !,rad and .\[ary >litchell. of \\'a,hington Co. , 
Oregon, and their chil<lren·, name, and age, are as follow, :--Philip :\T ... \ pril 15. 1S66; died :\"01·cml,cr 1, 1S69; Joseph E. , 
.\larch 13. 1S6S : Charles f'. S . . IJeceml,er 15. tS69 : \[,ry :\laud, Ocwha 2.3, 1 ; 1: llc.rry .\I., July 23. 1S7.3; B. Jean, June 
4, ISij; Dai,y :'-1.. June 15, t S77; l{oy R., .\pril 29. 18;9: Rex . . \ ug1H ,;o. 1$S0 : Carry >L, Fe:hrnary S, 18S2. Of .\[r. 
Painter it may he said truthfully. th,u in hi, activi! life nu pri,·ate <Jr pablic transact ion of hi, has left a ,had0w or taint of dis­
honorable mntil·e or dishone,t act, and tho,e who knoll' him hest e,tcem him mo,1. 



JAMES W. FOSTER is a nath·e of Argyle, Penobscot county, Maine, and was born on the twenty-second of May, 
1829. The death of bis mother, before he was old enough to remember her, left him to the care of his grand parents, and the 
father emigrated to Oregcn, in about 1840, leaving him with them. His youth :md early manhood were passed among the pine 

clad hills of his native state, where few ad\'antages were afforded other than surrounded most of the pioneer lumbermen and hus­
bandmen of the Northern New England States. Philip Foster, the father, who h:id cast his lot with the destinies of the Pacific 
Coast, was anxious to see his child of earlier years, and wrote to him to ccme to Oregon. These· letters, from his only lh·ing 
parent of whom he knew little, created an intense desire to visit this far away co\lntry, and answering to tho~e promptings he 

sailed for the Pacific Coast in 1852. Arriving in the the Willamette, he took up a fann and spent the ensuing se,·en years in Ore­
gon;_ where he was married, January 28, 1867, to l\liss Louisa 11. Rockhill. In 1855, he enlisted under Cap. William Strong~ and 
participated in the Indian war that swept the n:gions east of tbe C:iscade Range. In the fa)) of 1856 he came to \Valla \\ralla 
Valley, stopped for a few d:iys, and then went back to Oregon. In 1859, he came again and took up the ranch now owned by 
him, and represented in this work. For eight years he tried the cool comforts of a bachelor's life and then, going to Oregon, 
married as hefore stated. Since becoming a resident of the Walla Walla VaUey, besides farming,his attention has been directed 
mainly to the raising of horses mostly of the Belfountain stock, until recently, \\hen he has dh-erted in the direction of fruit 
culture. He has at present twenty acres of orch:ird and vineyard combined, and contemplates in the near future an expansion 
in this branch of industry. In this connection, we would mention tlint in the fall of 1859 he went to the WilJamette Valley,and 
procuring some fruit trees, packed them over the Cascade Range on a mule, and thus obtained his first start in this line. Of 
his farm, there can nothing be said that will conn:y a hetkr idea of its merit than the simple fact of his having, when he selected 
it, the whole country to pick from; for this region was then, practic:illy, an unoccupied country. It is all under culth-ation 
and all fenced. 

The family of Mr. and .Mrs. Foster consists of the following nnmecl children: James W., born December 2, 1867; Fannie 
R., October 15, 1869; Chestt:r U., December 30, 1Sjl; Jessie '.\I., l\J:irch 15, 1Sj5; Cecil X., December u, 1877; LouisaM., 
Febniary 20, 1880. The last n:imed died Fehruary 26, 1S8o. 0,-. /I, . 



ORLEY HULL W:tS horn in Freetown, Cortland County, New York, June 18, 1821, where he lived with bis parents, 
who moved to Huron County, Ohio, in 1832. At sixteen years of age he left home, and started the battle of life, going to 
Indiana with a brother. For the ensuing eight years he p~ssed through and worked in, first, Illinois, then Missouri, and then 
Iowa in the city of that name. For two years he remained in Iowa City, and then went into the country and bought a farm 
claim. In 1842, September 11, he was married to Miss Mary Clark, whose parents lived in Johnson Co., nine miles from Iowa 
City. In 1850, they crossed the plains with a team to Oregon, wintering at the Dalles. In February of 1851, with his family 
he passed down the Columbia river in an open boat, and }Qcated for a time in the Willamette valley, and then moved to Yreka, 
California, where he spent two years mi~ing. This proved an unsuccessful venture, and he returned to the Umpqua Valley and 
settled 12 miles west of Roseburg, on Ten-mile prairie. This was in 1853, and for the next fa;e years that place became his 
home. While in this locality he participated in the Rogue River War, of 1856. He moved to the Coquille river, in Coose Co., 
intending to make stock grazing his business and this point his future home. "But the best laid plans o' mice and men, gang 
aft aglee," says Bobby Burns, and Mr. Hull found that in his own case this line had become a prophesy; for in December, 
1861, there came a flood from the mountains, through the Coquille rh·er, that carried away his house and buildings, leaving 
him afloat in a ferry boat. He thought that, as this was not quite equal to the drowning of the world, in Noah's time, he 
might find dry land in some other part of it, and accordingly abandoned this locality and moved to Walla Walla, in 
August 1862. In January of 1863, he purchased 120 acres or the place where he now lives, of E. Davidson, for $2,500.00 
Mr. Hull came to the Walla Walla valley with 26o head of stock, $500, and a reputation for honest dealing with his fellows as a 
capital to start with. For three years stock was the branch of industry that occupied his attention ; but, as the years passed 
and the country hecame settled up, he concluded to make a home of it, and turned his attention to agriculture. From year to 
year he has added to that original 120 acres, untii he now has 960 all told, 400 of which constitute the home farm, (see view in 
this book.) Horses and hogs are the principal stock now raised by him; of which he has at the present time- 21 head of the 
former, and over 100 of the Magee P,,/anl C/zi11a species of hogs, that from personal inspection, we found to be very fine. 

The home farm is situated seven miles east of Walla Walla City, and at the base Qf the Blue mountains, Russell creek 
running through his door y:mt. The land is like the other foot hill farms; it is all inclosed and undt-r cultivation. He has 41 
stand of bees, something rare in \\'ashington Territory; an orchard of ,·arious kinds of fruit trees, including a number of varie­
ties of excellent apples. Taken all tl:>gether, it is a home worthy the effort to make it such, combining merit in production, \\ith 
beauty in location, from where the Blue mountain-. loom up in the south cast, and the beautiful "'alla \\·alla \·aUey lies like a 
dream of Canaan, stretching away towards the Columbia below and to the west. 

Mr. and Mrs. llull have three children: Viola, wife of T. J. Anders, who lin-s in Walla \\"al1a City; Hila, wife of 
~mith Swezea, who lh·es in Garlicltl Co., \V. T.; an<l Em, who lh·cs with her parents. In conclusion we would say of these 
two, )[r. and :\[rs. Hull, that the fortune, which, in the autumn of life, surroun,ls them, ha.-; been gathered by worthy hands 
and properly rewards the life Jahors of two pioneers of thi;; country. It is nQt ,mfrcquent, that those who struggle less and are 
farnred according to their effort:;, are envious of those who succeed ; hut we can only say, success is generally the result, as in 
this case, of intelligent an,1 honorahlt> en<lca\'or to succec,t. In the ,,:andering to seek a favored spot for a life home, there have 
woven intQ their history some strange a,h·enturc-; ancl hair-hrea<lth escapes, where want of foo<I and the Indian scalping knife 
ha,·c lurked close upon their trail, hut l•l detail these woul<I require more space than is aclmissible in this work. 

·-, 
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GEN. JAMES McAULIFF, the present :Mayor of Walla Walla, who has been eleYen times elected to that position, 
was born in Malta, l\lay 25! 1828. His father was an officer in the British army, and both parents were natives of Ireland. 
In 1836 they emigrated to Canada, and six years later crossed into the Cnited States. In 1845 the subject of this sketch enlisted 
at Buffalo, New York, into the 2d. U. S. Inf., and during the )lexican \\'ar, acquitted himself in a manner that secured pro­
motion, "For his gallant ser\'ices on the field." In 18481 he was transferred with others, to the 4th U.S. Inf. that was ordered 
to Fort Gratiot, Michigan. In 18521 he come with this regiment to California as Sergeant in Major Alvord's company. 
The since world-famed General Grant was at the time Lieutenant of his company, aod Acting Regimental Quartermaster. On 
being discharged from sen·ice in I 855, at Vancouver, he entered immediately upon an active business life, starting as a merchant 
at the Dalles, and while there was twice elected Treasurer of ,vasco Co., Oregon. In 1859 he remo,·ed lo \Valla \\'alla, where he 
was elected County Treasurer in 1862, which position he held until 1867, and became a member of the Territorial Legislature 
in 1864- In 1869 he was elc::cted Sheriff of the county. His sen·ice as mayor of Walla Walla has been noted, to which we 
would add that the Go,·ernor twice commissioned him Com'missary General of this Territory. The principal events of his 
military record as Captain of company H, Oregon Mounted Volunteers, during the Indian war of 1855 and 6, will be found in 
the history of that war contained in this work. The General's public life, though an acti\"e one, has not pre,·ented his gaining 
some temporal benefits while the county that has become his home was adnncing in wealth, and we find among his possessions 
two farms containing 400 acres, a steam saw mill in the Blue mountains, se,·en acres and se,·en lots, besides his residence and 
lumber yard, in Walla Walla City. 

In 1851, March 19th, he was married to Miss. Isabel Kincaid in Port Huron, Michigan, and their living children's names 
and dates of Urth are as follows:-Anna P., wife of IJr. W. B. Clowe, Mnrch 24, 1854; Thomas, September 17, 1855; 
\\'illiam, January 8, 1859; Frank, Scptemhcr 8, t864. Of General McAuliff's character, reputation, or standing in the 
county, comment would he out of place, where his record given so forci1ily portrays it. Few men like him have heen so con4 

stantly in public sen·ice and retained thnt degree of ~onficlence which pre,·ents n candidate from oppo~ his continued re-

election. <.,;fq-~ '/-' 

I:EWIS McMORRIS, of \\"alla Walla, was burn in Cosho t • , · · 
About eight years after this his parents mo,·ccl to Shclh. ·o .· c_ on_ count}, ne:tr Zancsnllc, Oh10, .:\ugust 12, 1831. 
Lewis left the home of his JXircnls and crossc I th I ·. . )Oc lint)' Jl_hno~s, where lus father now lh·es. In )larch, 1852 

• • • ( e p ams to rt·"on 1 he I ·t • • I h Jf ' 
mmes of Somhern Orc.,on anrl tl1e re~1·<ltte of 1· ·1 S :o • irs ) car an, a a on the Coast were spent in the 

:o 1 • ., llllC unt1 l ~ - at \" ·k C rf; • 
was passing from Yreka with n )lack tr,,·1n o h'. C '1'·1·1 ~c a, a I orn1a. In the latter part of 1855, B. F. Dowell 

• · .. n 1s way lo o n c with a ·t k f I · · 
gold regions. \Vhcn they reached Orcr•on City th• . .· h I 1· • s oc o goo< s to sell miners Ill the newly discovered 
h. ed D ' :o e ,, ar ,, It n, inns had hrok ·n o t I h 0 

Ir owcII s animals nn<I '.\fc\Jorris n . _.. . 
1 

· • e u an< t e regon ,·oluntecr quartermaster 
. • • • s an assistant m t 1c quartcrmnst •r J II · 

Indians captured the train that he was emtilo.)·etl with \\··i 
I 

I 
1 

_ • · c ~ t:p~rtmcnt. e scr\"ed m thnt cnpacity until the 
d I• on 1 ( orse creek in J·ebruarv 18-6 JI } J J • • an accorc mgly ma,le a successful .tJ)J>li'cati"c n fi .• . • h ' • ✓• :, • e cone u, cc to try 1t agam, 

• • > or a posJtwn m l c c111ar1 ·rm ·t I 
Colonel Wright through the Yakima cn111 . ., S 6 h e as er ( epartment at the Dalles, and nfter going with 

. . • • pmgn m I 5 , e went to \Valla W II ·· h C J I · 
remained in the employ of the r111artermaster at \\' II \\7 II ·r 8 : • a a \\It o one Steptoe the same year. He 
ch ed · a a a n unt1 1 57 m Octol er •h h • h · 

as a team and agricultural imJ>lcments w1"th th . f (; . ' , ' " en e "ent to t c \Vdlamette and pur• 
h e purpose o arnunrr for the G , · \\" J • 

t at place that fall. The Indians ohiecte(I to the . . :o O\ernment m a la \\ alla, and returned to 
. · ., nppropnat1on of any more of th · I J r • 

Morns was shut out. He had hroun-ht from th D 11 h" err an, 1or agr1cultural purposes, and Me-
w . b e a es, on 1s return for a11ricultu I . · 

alJa for Captain J. Freedman and ~e1"l '.\IcGI" h r I. h :o ra purposes, one ton of merchandise tn Walla 
... . me e,·, ior w uc they paid h. $ J c. • • 

plan for action, took charge of the rroods f•or ti t Ii. d d im roo, anc nndmg h1msdf without a definite 
. :::. 1a rm an con ucted their b 1 • f • • • 

somethmg O\'er a year. Freio-hts from \Vallula to \\' JI \V II I. . t smess or a time and then the fre1ghtmg for 
:::. • a a a a, t 11rty miles by roa I • $ · 

42 square feet), a ton often not weighing v,·er Soo d I h f: 
11 

<, "ere .20 per ton, ship measurement (or 
pied hy Thomas Page; and comm~nced farming an~o~n ~- . ~ t e ~ .. of 1858 he pre-emp~ed the land claim that is now occu• 
contracting and staging. s oc rmsmg. Smee then he has continued in that business, Gm·ernment 
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-., 
OF CHAS. RUSSELL , WALLA WALLA C~ W. T . 

CHARLES RUSS E LL wns one of 1he fi rs! se11lers in the \\°all:, \\'alla valley. The missionaries were here before 
h im, so were the Hu Ison\ B1y Comp.lily's sen·ants, Canad ians, and prior to 1hc war of 1855-6, 1he Americans had a11empled 
a set tlement here and h1d been dri\'en 1way by 1he Ind i1ns. When the soldiers came 10 chastise those Indians, .\Ir. Russell 
came wi1h them as Wagon .\faster, and has been here continuously since. He is a nati,·c of Boston, .\lass. , where he was born 
September 18, 1828. His father was a doctor ; but the hoy saw no luring light in the future of:\ professional !if<', and longed 
for the free OJlen sea and to look upon the scenes of other 1:inds and countries, where his yomhful imagination pictured ca,1les 
of hope and a life of excitement and a,h·enture. At ten years of age he left home and went to sea, and in 1846 enlisted in rhe 
.\larine Service and sailed on the sloop of war .Dal~ for the Pacific Coast. I le participated in 1hc war that gave California to 
the United States, and finally was d ischarged from ser\'i cc in :\'cw \"ork in 1850. He rhcn came again to California, by the 
Isthmus route, where he soon <:lllered into the U. S. Quartermaster department, and was connected 1hcrewi1h must of the 1ime 
up to 1855, wi1h Gencral Allen. In 1855 Lieutenant Hobert Williamson in comm:rnd, accompanied by Li,·utena111s George 
Crook, I lor:uio Gibson, Phil. Sheridan, and Abbott, \'isited O regon for the purpose of finding a railroad route through the 
Cascade range of mountains, and .\Ir. Russell accompanied them in ch:ugc of lhc pack train. ln l'iovember of 1hat year the 
party disorganized at 1he Dalles, and .\fr. Russell look charge of transport:uion in 1he Yakima expedition under .\!ajor Raines, 
after the Indians: and later came in charge of transpo rtation to \Valla \\":tlla, under Colonel Steptoe, where he arri"ed in 
August, 1856. From that time until 1859 he was in charge of transportation fo r the Go\'crnment, under the Quartermaster, in 
this section of country, ha,·ing from 50 lo 120 citizens in his employ most of the time. Under his supervision all the war 
parties were fitted out, including the iii-fated S teptoe reconnoissance, and the famed raid of Colonel \\"right. Farming was 
introJuced into the country by him, while acting for the Go\'ernment ; as is more particuln rly noted under the head of "Agri­
culture." ln making this statement we do not forget that Dr. 'v\'hitman ha<.l tilled the bottom land around his mission years 
before, and that the Canadians had raised li11le patches of grain and herbs. He has been an acti,·e man, and his operations 
have become a part of \\"alla \\"alla's history, and will be found wo,·en into ,·arious places in this book. T o a\'oid repetition 
they are no t reco rded in this connection. 

The farm where he now lin~s consists of 720 acres, lying along the creek bearing his name, and there is no finer locality be­
tween the two great ranges of mountains. !t is all fenced and mostly culti,·atecl, and has sufficient orchard for all except 
market purposes. It is sit uated th ree miles in an air line east of Walla Walla city. The soil i£ black bottom land and very 
produ_cti,·e. In 1881 .\Ir. Russell raised 9,500 bushels of oats, 5,000 bushels of wheal, 1,000 bushels o f barley, and 500 tons 
of hay upon his farm. In 1860, Xo,·ember 21, he was married to .\liss Annie Sheets, daughter o f J ohn Sheets, of \\'alla 
\\'alla, and their children's names and ages are as follows : Charles, born September 12, 1861 ; .\fary, bo rn January 2 , 1863, 
died .\larch 12, 1863 ; \\"illiam, bo rn .\fay 20, 1864 ; Harry, J une 8, 1866; Da\'inia, August 26, 1868; Kellie, December 
31, 1872. 
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George Washington Miller 
Mr. Miller relates his story 

of the largest battle of the 1855-56 
Yakima Indian War which took place in 

the Walla Walla Valley in December of 1855. 

I, G.W. Miller, was born in Crawfordsville, Ind., on the 6th day of April, 
1830. At the age of 6 years I moved with my parents to Mercer county, Il­
linois, where I lived at home until I was 21, and learned the trade to plow 
and hoe com. 

On the 9th of April, 1851, being 20 years of age, I started across the plains 
with my parents and landed in Linn county, Oregon, twelve miles south of 
Albany, on the 1st day of September, the same year, being four months and 
twenty-three days on the road. 

In the spring of 1852 I went to the Jacksonville mines and worked that 
summer, getting home that fall with just about as much as I started with. In 
the fall of 1852 I located and settled on a donation claim two miles west of 
where Shedd's station (10 miles south of Albany, Oregon) now stands, and 
commenced improving and cultivating the same. On the 8th day of Oc­
tober, 1855, I enlisted (as a private) in a company of volunteers, organized 
at Albany, who elected their officers as follows: Davis Layton, captain; A. 
Hanan, first lieutenant; John Burrows, second lieutenant; W.G. Haley, 
orderly sergeant. On the 13th of October we took up our line of march, and 
were mustered into service in Portland on the 17th day of October, 1855, as 
Company H, (Linn County, 1st Reg.} Oregon mounted volunteers, second 
battalion, under command of Major Mark A. Chinn. On our way from 
Portland to The Dalles we marched by land to the Columbia River, at the 
mouth of Sandy. There we went aboard the hull of an old steamer, drawn 
by two tugs, to be taken to the Lower Cascades, but, on account of a dense 
fog and the inability of the tugs to make much headway, we were landed on 
an island quite a distance below the Cascades. The part of the river on the 
Washington side was said to be fordable, but some of the boys in attempt­
ing to ford the stream got into swimming water and lost their guns and 
equipments, but swam to the other shore and secured a small boat to cross 
the balance of the command and aid in swimming the horses. 

From there we marched by land to The Dalles, pitching our tent on Three 
Mile creek, where we lay awaiting reinforcements. 

On the 12th of November, Companies B, H and I, under the command of 
Major Chinn, took up their line of march for Fort Walla Walla. Pushing for­
ward they reached Wells' Springs (14 miles south of Boardman, Oregon} on 
the 17th. That night Johnny McBean came into camp as a courier from Nar­
cisse Raymond with a re~~~t that Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox had sen~~rg~ force 

) ) 

of his warriors to watch the movements of the volunteers, and that Fort 
Walla Walla was already in possession of the Indians, about 1000 strong, 
and that all the adjacent positions around the fort were in their possession. 
This information determined Major Chinn to abandon the attempt of 
reaching that place until reinforcements could be obtained from The Dalles, 
for which he sent a courier. Next day he pushed forward to the Umatilla 
river and fortified, picketing in with large split timbers, a stockade 100 feet 
square, and erected two bastions of round logs on two of the angles, and 
from rails found there built two corrals for the horses and cattle. This place 
he named Fort Henrietta, in honor of Major Haller's wife. On the 21st of 
November, from this point, Major Chinn sent another courier to The Dalles 
asking for two more companies and artillery to assist him in moving upon 
Fort Walla Walla. 

On the 27th of November Captain Comoyer, with Company K, arrived 
at Fort Henrietta to reinforce Major Chinn. On the 29th of November Cap­
tains Wilson and Bennett, with Companies A and F, arrived at Fort Henriet­
ta (north side of Umatilla River, across from Echo, Ore.) with Lieutenant 
Colonel James K. Kelly who took command of the forces at the front. Col­
onel Kelly, soon after arrival, learned that the Indians were in possession of 
Fort Walla Walla and its immediate vicinity, with all their available forces. 
He at once commenced active operation, and on the evening of December 
2nd his command moved out from Fort Henrietta, hoping to surprise the 
enemy at daybreak next morning, but incidental delays of the night's 
march, caused by a heavy rain until late next morning, prevented their 
reaching Fort Walla Walla until late in the forenoon, finding the fort pillag­
ed, defaced, deserted and everything of value carried off. The forces re­
mained there to reconnoiter and forage until next morning, when Colonel 
Kelly, with 200 men, without baggage or rations, marched to the Touchet 
river, thence up the Touchet to the canyon, to find out, if possible, the loca­
tion of the Indians. Major Chinn, with the balance of the forces, about 150 
men and the baggage, were ordered to the mouth of the Touchet river, there 
to await orders from the main army. 

Colonel Kelly, after reaching the foot of the canyon, sent scouts in ad­
vance to look out for prowling bands of Indians. After reaching a point 
where the hills on either side of a deep canyon shut out the surrounding 
view the advance guard in approaching the summit espied a party of six In­
dians in their immediate front, advancing toward them. In an instant they 
were covered by the guns of the guard and ordered to halt, and one of the 
party, carrying a flag of truce, proved to be Peu Peu Mox Mox (Yellow 
Bird). A parley ensued, but it was soon discovered that a large body of In­
dians were coming from the direction from which the chief had come. A 
signal was given and the advancing party halted, every one of whom dis­
mounted and stood by his horse. 

Then the old chief asked if Nathan Olney, the Indian agent, was with 
them. Being told he was, he expressed a desire to see him. A messenger was a II~ 
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of the largest battle of the 1855-56 
Yakima Indian War which took place in 

the Walla Walla Valley in December of 1855. 

I, G.W. Miller, was born in Crawfordsville, Ind., on the 6th day of April, 
1830. At the age of 6 years I moved with my parents to Mercer county, Il­
linois, where I lived at home until I was 21, and learned the trade to plow 
and hoe com. 

On the 9th of April, 1851, being 20 years of age, I started across the plains 
with my parents and landed in Linn county, Oregon, twelve miles south of 
Albany, on the 1st day of September, the same year, being four months and 
twenty-three days on the road. 

In the spring of 1852 I went to the Jacksonville mines and worked that 
summer, getting home that fall with just about as much as I started with. In 
the fall of 1852 I located and settled on a donation claim two miles west of 
where Shedd's station (10 miles south of Albany, Oregon) now stands, and 
commenced improving and cultivating the same. On the 8th day of Oc­
tober, 1855, I enlisted (as a private) in a company of volunteers, organized 
at Albany, who elected their officers as follows: Davis Layton, captain; A. 
Hanan, first lieutenant; John Burrows, second lieutenant; W .G. Haley, 
orderly sergeant. On the 13th of October we took up our line of march, and 
were mustered into service in Portland on the 17th day of October, 1855, as 
Company H, (Linn County, 1st Reg.) Oregon mounted volunteers, second 
battalion, under command of Major Mark A. Chinn. On our way from 
Portland to The Dalles we marched by land to the Columbia River, at the 
mouth of Sandy. There we went aboard the hull of an old steamer, drawn 
by two tugs, to be taken to the Lower Cascades, but, on account of a dense 
fog and the inability of the tugs to make much headway, we were landed on 
an island quite a distance below the Cascades. The part of the river on the 
Washington side was said to be fordable, but some of the boys in attempt­
ing to ford the stream got into swimming water and lost their guns and 
equipments, but swam to the other shore and secured a small boat to cross 
the balance of the command and aid in swimming the horses. 

From there we marched by land to The Dalles, pitching our tent on Three 
Mile creek, where we lay awaiting reinforcements. 

On the 12th of November, Companies B, H and I, under the command of 
Major Chinn, took up their line of march for Fort Walla Walla. Pushing for­
ward they reached Wells' Springs (14 miles south of Boardman, Oregon) on 
the 17th. That night Johnny McBean came into camp as a courier from Nar­
cisse Raymond with a re~~~t that Peu-Peu-Mox-Mox had sen~~rg~ force 
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of his warriors to watch the movements of the volunteers, and that Fort 
Walla Walla was already in possession of the Indians, about 1000 strong, 
and that all the adjacent positions around the fort were in their possession. 
This information determined Major Chinn to abandon the attempt of 
reaching that place until reinforcements could be obtained from The Dalles, 
for which he sent a courier. Next day he pushed forward to the Umatilla 
river and fortified, picketing in with large split timbers, a stockade 100 feet 
square, and erected two bastions of round logs on two of the angles, and 
from rails found there built two corrals for the horses and cattle. This place 
he named Fort Henrietta, in honor of Major Haller's wife. On the 21st of 
November, from this point, Major Chinn sent another courier to The Dalles 
asking for two more companies and artillery to assist him in moving upon 
Fort Walla Walla. 

On the 27th of November Captain Cornoyer, with Company K, arrived 
at Fort Henrietta to reinforce Major Chinn. On the 29th of November Cap­
tains Wilson and Bennett, with Companies A and F, arrived at Fort Henriet­
ta (north side of Umatilla River, across from Echo, Ore.) with Lieutenant 
Colonel James K. Kelly who took command of the forces at the front. Col­
onel Kelly, soon after arrival, learned that the Indians were in possession of 
Fort Walla Walla and its immediate vicinity, with all their available forces. 
He at once commenced active operation, and on the evening of December 
2nd his command moved out from Fort Henrietta, hoping to surprise the 
enemy at daybreak next morning, but incidental delays of the night's 
march, caused by a heavy rain until late next morning, prevented their 
reaching Fort Walla Walla until late in the forenoon, finding the fort pillag­
ed, defaced, deserted and everything of value carried off. The forces re­
mained there to reconnoiter and forage until next morning, when Colonel 
Kelly, with 200 men, without baggage or rations, marched to the Touchet 
river, thence up the Touchet to the canyon, to find out, if possible, the loca­
tion of the Indians. Major Chinn, with the balance of the forces, about 150 
men and the baggage, were ordered to the mouth of the Touchet river, there 
to await orders from the main army. 

Colonel Kelly, after reaching the foot of the canyon, sent scouts in ad­
vance to look out for prowling bands of Indians. After reaching a point 
where the hills on either side of a deep canyon shut out the surrounding 
view the advance guard in approaching the summit espied a party of six In­
dians in their immediate front, advancing toward them. In an instant they 
were covered by the guns of the guard and ordered to halt, and one of the 
party, carrying a flag of truce, proved to be Peu Peu Mox Mox (Yellow 
Bird). A parley ensued, but it was soon discovered that a large body of In­
dians were coming from the direction from which the chief had come. A 
signal was given and the advancing party halted, every one of whom dis­
mounted and stood by his horse. 

Then the old chief asked if Nathan Olney, the Indian agent, was with 
them. Being told he was, he expressed a desire to see him. A messenger was {;l,1 ~ 
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sent back to report what had transpired at the front. The volunteers were 
halted on the hillside in plain view of the flag of truce, while Colonel Kelly 
and Agent Olney, with John McBain (John McBean) interpreter, went for­
ward to meet the great Walla Walla chief. When they met, Peu Peu Mox 
Mox, in an insolent manner, demanded why an armed force had come to in­
vade his country. 

Colonel Kelly, answering, said he had come to chastise him and his peo­
ple ·for wrongs they had committed. The chief talked about peace negotia­
tions, saying he had committed no wrongs, and that he desired to live in 
peace with the whites. But Colonel Kelly told him of the pillaging and 
destroying Fort Walla Walla, the seizing of government property there, the 
carrying away of the Hudson Bay Company's goods, the burning of the 
storehouse of· Brooks, Noble & Sunford, and appropriating the goods to 
their own use. 

When confronted with these criminal acts he denied having done any of 
these things, but finally admitted they were the acts of his young men whom 
he could not restrain. When informed that Howlis Wampum, a Cayuse 
chief, had testified to seeing him distribute the goods to his people with his 
own hands, and lay out a great pile of blankets, as an inducement for the 
Cayuses to join with him in war against the whites, he made no reply, but 
finally offered to make his people restore the goods as far as they were able, 
and make payment for the balance. 

Colonel Kelly explained to him that this would not. be sufficient 
remuneration, but that his men must come in and give up their arms and 
ammunition. To this the old chief gave his assent, promising to come in the 
next day and deliver up their arms and ammunition. 

But Colonel Kelly believed from his deportment, that he only desired 
time in which to make ready for battle, therefore he instructed his inter­
preter to explain to him distinctly that he could take his flag of truce, and go 
back to his village and get ready for battle, but by so doing an attack would 
be made on his village immediately, while, on the other hand, if he and his 
associates chose to remain with the army until the terms of his proposed 
treaty were fulfilled, his people would not be molested. 

Thus hard pressed the haughty old chief consented to remain as a hostage 
for the fulfillment of his words, assuring Colonel Kelly that none of his peo­
ple would remove from their camp during the night, and that he would have 
his people cook plenty of food for the soldiers to eat next morning. 

Colonel Kelly, after marching his force a short distance with Peu Peu 
Mox Mox, saw he was being led into the canyon. Calling a halt, and 
holding a short consultation with his officers, he moved back a short 
distance and camped for the night, without wood, without water and 
without food, for the reason that he thought it necessary to be cautious 
when all the surrounding circumstances went to show there was a probabili­
ty of his having all his forces stationed at different posit_!.gns,in the canyon 
to cut off retreat. <._.q- I {!J 
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That evening the old chief asked permission to send one of his men that 

was taken prisoner with him, to his village to apprise his people of the terms 
of the proposed treaty, and instruct them to fulfill it. Colonel Kelly granted 
the request, little thinking he would ever come back, and sure enough he did 
not. The young Nez Perce that was taken prisoner with him understood 
their language pretty well, and afterwards related that when that wily old 
serpent instructed his messenger he told him to tell his women to pack up in 
haste and go to the mountains. 

That night the elements spread their fleecy mantle of white over the thin 
blankets of the volunteers.-• During the night the Indians kept shouting 
messages from the hill tops to the prisoners in camp in a language but little 
used at that time, and not understood by the interpreter. Next morning 
another Indian was captured which took the place of the messenger who 
failed to return the evening before, and the son of Peu Peu Mox Mox was 
permitted to come into camp and talk with his father. When the two met, 
the old chief said he wanted his people to come in and make a treaty of 
peace, but his son said they were waiting for Five Crows to come back 
before deciding what to do. This proves another fact related by the young 
Nez Perce prisoner in his narrative to Colonel Kelly after the battle, when 
he said Peu Peu Mox Mox had sent all his available force of warriors, under 
command of Five Crows, 60 miles distant to accomplish a feat of prowess 
over Major Chinn's command at Fort Henrietta. No doubt but the most ab­
sorbing thoughts of his mind were that Five Crows would obliterate the lit­
tle band of volunteers and the soil of Umatilla drink up their blood as it 
would a shower of rain. 

When the volunteers were ready to start to the Indian camp, his whole 
purpose was delay, he knew that every moment he could delay Colonel Kel­
ly's movements, brought Five Crows that much nearer his relief. He was 
anxious to delay, saying his people needed time to prepare and cook food 
for so many soldiers, and he wanted it ready for them to eat, on their arrival 
at his village. Thus he delayed our movements until nearly noon, when the 
volunteers made a forward march toward the Indian camp, with a vague 
hope of having a sumptuous feast on their arrival there; but note their con­
sternation at finding the camp deserted, and only a few Indians to be seen 
on the surrounding hills, to watch the movements of the volunteers. 

This was an exact violation of the treaty of peace, concluded between him 
and Colonel Kelly on the preceding day, and you will note that every act of 
his from the time he signed the treaty with Isaac I. Stevens, governor of the 
Territory of Washington, until the day he fell by the hands of his vigilant 
guard, showed treachery on his part, and had he been dealt with according 
to the laws of nations his life would have paid the forfeit. 

The command being overcome with hunger, and knowing they could not 
get a bite to eat until they reached Major Chinn's camp at the mouth of the 
Touchet River, were soon on the march to that place, arriving there soon 
after the dusky hues of night had settled down around them. That night one 
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of the prisoners, a large Indian by the name of Wolf Skin, who was very 
talkative, tried to make his escape by running, but his guard at that time be­
ing the fleetest runner in the command, overhauled his prisoner in 100 yards 
distance and brought him back to camp. After this the prisoners were all 
tied unti1 morning. 

Early dawn revealed the fact that half of Five Crow's army was on the 
hills surrounding camp, which substantiates without a doubt the narrative 
related by the young Nez Perce prisoner. 

On the morning of the 7th of December, 1855, commenced the battle of 
Walla Walla. Companies Band H crossed the Touchet and formed in line 
on the plain; companies I and K soon fell into line, companies A and F being 
ordered to take charge of the baggage train and prisoners. The Indians had 
been gathering in considerable numbers on our left and front, and before 
any movements were made the report of a gun was heard on our left. This 
seemed to be the signal to charge, as the companies formed in line and dash­
ed forth, opening a heavy fire on the enemy as they ran. A running fight en­
sued across the hills eastward to the Walla Walla river, the volunteers pur­
suing the Indians at the top of their speed, shooting whenever an opportuni­
ty presented itself. Those having the fastest horses sped away, leaving 
others behind, until they became widely scattered. The horse I rode was a 
small, heavy-set cayuse, which seemed, when jumping over the sagebrush, 
to be going up one side and down the other. The consequences were, I didn't 
get along as fast as some, but I soon found I was nearing the front from the 
sound of musketry and the deafening yells of the Indians. The forces of the 
enemy kept increasing in numbers from the time the skirmish commenced 
unti1 we reached the La Roche (LaRoque) cabin, on the Walla Walla river, 
while the forces of the volunteers were growing less. Here the enemy 
became more stubborn and slow to move along. This gave the volunteers 
who had been left behind an opportunity to come to the front. The Indians 
were driven almost at the point of the bayonet only a short distance above 
the La Roche cabin, two miles below Whitman's station, and eight miles 
from the place where the fight commenced. 

By this time their whole force became engaged in the battle, and estimates 
were made by different ones, ranging from 600 up to 2000. My own 
estimate, put down in my diary at the time, was 1000. Colonel Kelly, in his 
official report, estimated the number of warriors engaged in the fight at 600. 

From Governor Stevens' report (1000 to 1200 warriors) my estimate is 
low; but, be this as it may, their numbers became so overwhelmingly in ex­
cess of ours that our forces were checked. The hills were on our left and the 
Walla Walla river on our right. Here they formed a line across the plain, 
from the foothills to the river, it being ·partially covered with brush, while 
the hills were covered with mounted hostiles, who played an active part, 
commanded by leaders of matchless skill and daring. Their purpose was to 
leave no foes to rise behind them; their policy was the policy of extermina­
tion; their flags were the scalps of our people, murdered in cold blood, 
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whose gray locks floated from poles raised on every prominent point on the 
hills to our left, with a squad of those bloody fiends dancing the war dance 
around them. From the brush on the plain and the timber on the river they 
poured a murderous fire on the volunteers, who were compelled to fall 
back. This was the hottest place anywhere during the engagement. Here 
Henry Crow and S.S. Van Hagerman fell mortally wounded and several 
others were wounded. At this critical moment Lieutenant J.M. Burrows 
with a small detachment was ordered to cross the fence that surrounded the 
La Roche field and charge upon the Indians in the brush, the writer being 
one of the number who crossed, and when only a few steps beyond the 
fence the brave Burrows fell dead and Captain Munson and several others 
were wounded. A dispatch having been sent to Captain Wilson of Com­
pany A to come forward, he and his company came at full speed, dis­
mounted, and with fixed bayonets pushed their way through the brush, 
driving the enemy before them. In a short time Captain Bennett with Com­
pany F was on hand, and with these reinforcements the Indians were driven 
about one mile farther up the Walla Walla river, where they took posses­
sion of a house with a close built fence around it. In attempting to dislodge 
them Captain Bennett of Company F, and Private Kelso of Company A, 
were killed. 

Soon after this a howitzer, found at Fort Walla Walla, was brought to 
bear upon them by Captain Wilson, but having nothing but a sandhill to lay 
the piece on, when firing the fourth round it burst, wounding Captain 
Wilson, but dispersing the enemy from their stronghold. This was im­
mediately followed up by the volunteers, and the bodies of Bennett and 
Kelso were recovered. The baggage train and flag of truce prisoners had 
already arrived at the La Roche cabin, which was used as a hospital. Peu 
Peu Mox Mox, with his stentorian voice, began to cheer up his warriors and 
encourage them to be brave, receiving responses from them at short inter­
vals. Colonel Kelly had just rode from the front back to the hospital, when 
Frank Crabtree came in with his shoulder shattered and his arm dangling by 
his side, and reported Captain Layton wounded, and surrounded with five 
or six others on the hills at the front. Just at this critical moment the ques­
tion was asked, 'What shall be done with the prisoners?" Colonel Kelly took 
in the situation at once and said, ''My men are all needed at the front. Tie or 
kill them, I don't care a d-n which," and rode back to the front. Ropes were 
procured to tie the prisoners, but they refused, except one, a young Nez 
Perce, who crossed his hands and said he wanted to be tied. One very large 
Indian, known by the name of Wolf-Skin, who was very talkative and who 
tried to escape from the guard the night before, drew a large knife concealed 
in his legging, uttering a demon-like yell, and began to cut his way through 
the guard, wounding Sergeant-Major Isaac Miller severely in the arm. The 
others, except the Nez Perce, who had been tied, were trying to make their 
way through the guards and escape to the hills, but their efforts were futile. 
It was only the work of a moment, brought on by their own remorseless 
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