
























































































































































One man remembers the time he chewed a big wad of paper, 

called a spit wad, he threw it and it hit the black board and 

splattered near where the teacher was writing. The teacher turned 

around and said, "I saw you throw that wad through the reflection 

·in my spectacles". He was punished and never did that -again. 

Winter was fun in the rural schools as there was lots of snow. 

They made snow-men, igloos, snow forts, and snow balls. One 

teacher made a sled of barrel staves and put an apple box on the 

staves. There was a hill near the school so the teacher pushed the 

smaller children down the hill. When they reached the bottom it 

gently dumped them in the soft snow. 

A teacher remembers the following: 11 one morning we were 

playing baseball before school, when up the road came the Crabb 

children's horse and buggy on a dead run. We caught the horse and 

put an older child in charge. Then I jumped into my Ford and raced 

off to find the kids who should have been in the buggy. First I 

met Raymond, he had been driving with the line around his thumb .. 

He had been jerked out of the buggy, nearly pulling his thumb off. 

I picked him up and went to find Francis and Maxine who rode with 

him. Francis wasn't hurt, just scared. Maxine had been thrown out 

of the buggy and a wheel went over her abdomen. We took her to a 

neighbor who called Maxine's grandmother. 

life of a young teacher." 

Another event in the 

Some of the teachers of this school were as follows. Carmen 

Israel Gaines, Lena Fox, walena Moton Laughery, Ruth Martin Bacon, 

Isabelle Banks Douglas, Matty Elwell Cochran, Mrs. Noe, Mrs. Knuff, 

Grace Jolmson, Ova Hubbard, Cleo Knight, Mr. Duff, Kathryn Mccully 

Frick, and Goldie Hatfield. 
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MENOKEN SCHOOL DISTRICT# 23 

In 1890 Menoken District was separated from McKay Dist. 11. 

Miss Mary Dixon was the first teacher. During the first few years 

school was held in the Will Harris Residence. Home made desks were 

used. Later a new school house was built about 1/2 mile from the 

Harris residence. In 1904 the school was moved closer to the 

Menoken railroad siding - thus .. the name Menoken. 

A barn was built and a well dug on the school grounds. In 

1922 a partition was constructed at the back part of the school 

room which could be used for a lunch room. A new floor was laid. 

In 1924 a new fence was put around the yard. Also new black boards 

and a new stove were installed in the school room. There was also 

a driiled well on the grounds. 

The people in the community were loyal boosters and were 

trying to make this school a permanent institution. It was located 

in a rich farming area. 

improvements. 

Each year the board of directors made 

The school term was nine months but as.the years passed it was 

difficult to find five pupils to have school. 

· One farmer.went so far as to hire help who had a family of 

children to increase the number of pupils and thus be a_ble to keep 

the school in operation. 

The school continued untill 1927 when it was consolidated with 

the Prescott District in Walla Walla County. 

Some teachers were Fannie Weller (a Stanford Graduate), Ruth 
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Cole, and Minnie Wiley, Mary Dixon, Mildred Carlson, K.C. Murphy. 

The school was located near the railroad where there were 

three section houses. These house were homes of workers who kept 

the railroad tracks well repaired. 

who wanted to board the train. 

The train stopped for people 

Some families who attended the school were - Abbey, Harris , 

Lama, Archer families. 
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SMITH HOLLOW SCHOOL DISTRICT # 24 

This district was organized in 1875 and built on Goodwin 

Property. It continued until 1933 when it consolidated with Dayton 

School District #2. The present building was built in 1900. It is 

still standing. 

The pupils walked or rode horseback. The horses were housed 

in a shed on the property, also there were two outdoor toilets. 

The building was heated by large pot bellied stove. Water was 

carried by older children about a mile and a half from school. 

Dippers were used for all to drink from. 

This was one of the wealthier districts in the county so 

teachers were considered well paid -$90 to $114 per month. 

There were many programs during the year celebrating or 

commemorating Armistice Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas, Easter, 

Mother's Day, als_o spelling bees were county wide each spring. The 

teachers boarded with families who lived nearest the school. 

The school was named for the well tr~veled road that passed by 

the school. The buildip.g still stands· empty. After 1933 when it 

closed it was used for community g~therings like Home Eco~omic Club 

meetings, Farm Bureau meetings. Easter Sunday gatherings were. 

popular for many years with Easter egg hunts for the youngsters. 

When Pearl Martin taught here she rode horseback from her 

parents home in Dayton to Smith Hollow school everyday, a distance 

of 8 1/4 miles. When the weather became too cold she boarded at 
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Frank Pooles - right near the school . 

The community spirit was excellent and the people were all 

behind the school, supporting it enthusiastically. During its use, 

90% of those attending went on to graduate from high school. 

Other teachers include Dorathy Mccully Hatley, Agnes Finlay, 

Kathleen Lowe, Charles Gilbreath, Vera Burlingame, Mattie Cochran, 

and Georgea Colver. 

Some families whose children attended Smith Hollow School are 

Dick Abraham, Jim Eslick, Lee Gritman, Ed Schaffer, Frank Pool, 

Criders, and the Prater families. 
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TATE SCHOOL DISTRICT #26 

Two schools were situated in this district. In early days the 

district consisted of land lying up in the hills southwest of 

Dayton. There was a school building known as either the Redford or 

Spackman School on Jasper Mountain. It served a large area with 

lots of boys and girls. The report shows the D. B. Pettyjohn was 

clerk and upon his resignation J.B. Redford replaced him. Others 

who served on the school board were Thomas Throssel, Wesley 

Manning, D. J. Kaufman, E. J. Morris, and Able Shaw. 

In 1880 there were as many as 49 pupils attending this school. 

Later a school was built on land donated by the Redfords and 

it was still standing in 1924 with excellent equipment in the way 

on lighting, seats, maps, etc. But vacant of children, for three 

years after the children had all moved away. Marvin Elwell taught 

the last school there. 

As time went on, district lines were changed and land in the 

valley added to the district. Probably the school was moved to two 

acres given buy Mr. Tate and maintained after 1924 __ maybe even as 

late as 1929. It was located in a beautiful grove of trees. In 

1921 a teacher's cottage was built. 

Many good times were centered about the school in the district 

and it p·layed an important part in the lives of the people of the 

community-. 
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Wood to heat the building was furnished by parents of the 

children attending the school. 

Some of the time school was held for three months in the fall 

a nd three months in the spring. The winter months were just t oo 

cold and there was too much snow for pupils to get to school. 

The Tate children, Harrison, Ted, and Esther, attended the 

school. Also the Cone Johnson children and the children of Harry 

Fletcher . 

The Building was eventually used as a bunkhouse by the 

Rainwater family. Later it became the woodshed at the Nancy Lee 

Cabin, owned by the Campfire Girls and now by the Kiwanis Club o f 

Dayton. 
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WHISKEY CREEK DISTRICT #30 

In the summer of 1878, on the site of an old Indian camp, the 

district was organized. It was continued until 1933 when the 

building was torn down by High School boys. 

The school was formed by Nathan Evans and supported by 

surrounding patrons, among whom were Zack Haddock, J. A. Danielson, 

I. N. E. Rayburn, Isaac Knight, and Levi Danielson. 

It was given the name of Whiskey Creek because the area was 

the hide out of a gang of 11 bad men" who made whiskey and sold it to 

the Indians. 

As the homesteaders increased, so did the 11 bad men11 who 

included Theodore 11 Stubbs 11 Snebley, Clubfoot George Ives, Bill 

Beenting, John Cooper, Bill Skinner, and many others. In addition 

to making whiskey, they rustled cattle and horses from the 

homesteaders and used the area as a rendezvous where they kept 

their stolen goods. 
.. 

This thieving became so bold that it was decided to hold a 

public meeting for all ~ood citizens to attend. Of course all the 

"bad men" -attended for fear of disclosing their lawlessness. 

Father McGhee, a tall, slow speaking Methodist preacher was 

chosen as chairman. He wasted no time in c.oming to·the point for 

which the meeting was called. Speaking directly to the rascals he 

said in a slow drawling voice "Boys we want you to leave this 

country and be gone for a 1-o-n-g · t•-i-m-e. 11 They left the 

following day. Later Ives and his gang were hung by the Vigilantes 
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in Montana . 

The finished school building was a 12' x 16' log cabin, 

furnished with home made benches and desks. From 25 to 40 children 

were seated in the space. Seven years later, in 1885 a wooden 

building was constructed for 11 children. 

Early teachers were Annie Bangs, Alta Price, Gwendolyn 

Robinson, and Ella Hubbell. 
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COVELLO SCHOOL DISTRICT #31 

Wolzen -and Schroder, · businessmen from Sari Francisco who 

prospered in the Mother- Lode activities, came north in 1882 and 

settled in what was know as Prairie Section. They built a large 

store building and changed the name to Covello, possibly from a 

town in the Mother Lode District of California. 

The school was started in 1894 with 60 pupils enrolled. 

In 1906 a commodious two room school building was erected. 

Time passed, farms were consolidated, families moved away, and a 

little group of nine children made up the school. 

A large roll down wooden partition divided the building into 

two rooms. The larger part w~s used as a school room but when the 

partition was rolled up it made one very large room that was used 

for programs, dances, literary societies, and other community 

gatherings. 

The school room was properly lighted, equipped with a piano, 

adjustable desks and seats, and a jacketed stove. In the early 

days, water was carried in a bucket from the store and the pupils 

all used one dipper. In later years, a sanitary water cooler, 

paper towels, and individual drinking cups were used. A small 

library was used by the pupils with much pleasure. 

An attractive feature of the Covello school was a large play 

ground bordered on one side by a row of fir trees. 

A fine community spirit pervaded in the district. This was 

expressed in a generous and hospitable way. In 1924, _on opening 
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day, the parents met with the teacher and pupils and at noon served 

a beautiful dinner to an appreciative group. Plans were made for 

future parent-teacher and student meetings. 

In the picture of the school one sees a ladder leaning against 

the front of the school. It wa_s _ an honor · to be allowed to raise 

the flag. The lucky student would climb the ladder and the teacher 

or another student would then hand the flag to the one on the 

ladder. The flag must never be allowed to touch the ground-. In 

the case of smaller children, the teacher or older student would 

climb the ladder and the chosen student would hand the flag to the 

one on the ladder. 

The ante room at the front was a cloak room where coats, caps, 

galoshes, and sack lunches were kept. 

Ilene Low Nelson remembers the time she pumped the swing so 

high it nearly went over the top of the metal framework. She fell 

and the heavy wooden swing board hit her on the back of her head. 

Another time two of her front teeth were cracked and chipped from 

her activity in a baseball game. She also remembers on cold days 

they would push their chairs almost against the asbestos wrapped 

sides of the huge coal stove to keep warm and try to dry their 

cold, and wet feet. 

Literary societies that met in the school enjoyed debates, 

programs and plays, games like charades, and whatever other games 

were popular at the time. 

Some teachers were Anna B. Ely, Cora M. Fitzgerald, and Geneva 

Long. 

This is a copy of a gift.folder the teacher presented to the 
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puplis at the end o f the school term in 1896-1897 . 
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THORN HOLLOW SCHOOL DISTRICT #32 

I cannot find much about this school; as to when it started or 

when it closed. 

Water for the school came from the Woods' Farm. The pupils 

took turns going to the Woods' Farm for pails of water. Often Mrs. 

Woods gave them divinity she had made. No trouble getting enough 

water for the children! Also, the teacher boarded and roomed at 

the Woods' house. 

One man remembers someone caught pigeons and let them loose in 

the school house . Another person remembers putting a bull snake in 

the teacher's desk drawer. The teacher almost fainted. Some 

teachers include Nancy Ayers, Edith Webster, Georgia Praetor, Aaron 

Rogers, and Ellen Story. 

The school eventually consolidated with Whetstone School 

District #102. 
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STARBUCK DISTRICT #35. 

The name Starbuck· has favored the town and school for a very 

long time. Mr. N. H. Starbuck of New York City, an ·official of the 

Oregon Railroad and Navigation Company, donated to the town a bell 

for the first church. Thus came the name of the town and also the 

school. The railroad passed·through Starbuck from Bolles 

Junction on to Riparia on the Snake River. 

The Starbuck School District was organized first as District 

#31. The members of the first ·board were Messrs. Johnson, Smith 

and Pearson. Mr. H. A. Johnson was clerk of the board. The first 

teacher was Miss Martha Marks, and there were 13 pupils. School 

was held in a log cabin about a mile west of town, near the 

Tu.cannon River. 

The boundaries of this district were changed many times, and 

when part of District #5 was added it became District #35. 

About a year later a small building was erected just north of 

the depot, and a short time later a larger building was built on a 

site near where the former Methodist Church. This building was 

later moved and occupied as a telephone office. In 1892 the town 

. was experiencing phenomenal growth so a two story, four room wooden 

structure was built. 

This was used until 1911 when a modern two story brick 

building was erected with eight classrooms, a library, and an 

office. In 1922 an addition was bui_lt housing a gymnasium­

auditorium, a stage, a dressing room, manual training and home 
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economics departments. In 1924.there were 135 students and eight 

teachers; four teachers in high school and £°our teachers in grade 

school. There was a library with 1500 books. 

The extra ·curricular activities consisted of both boys and 

girls basketball, and orchestra· and a· drama department. Many 

school plays and entertainments were given by both the High School 

pupils and Grade School pupils. 

Mr. George Calendar · was an early superin~endent of the 

Sta-rbuck High School. Marie Stack also was superintendent. 

Probably the year 1916 the attendance at the Starbuck Schools 

reached its peak with 217 pupils. 

In 1924 two auto busses brought twenty children from outlying 

parts of the district. Also in the above year the district was in 

excellent financial condition, owing to good management and economy 

of the school boards who have served through the years . The 

assessed valuation of the district in 1924 was $929,175. In that 

year board members were Mr. George Barnhart, Mr. William Longgood, 

and Mrs. M. Wenderath was clerk. 

In 1968 Starbuck experienced a temporary growth due to the 

construction of Little Goose Dam on the Snake River so a new school 

building was erected with four adequate classrooms, an office, 

multipurpose room, a kitchen where hot lunches are prepared, a 

library, teachers room, rest rooms and storage space at a cost of 

$181,000. It was first used in the fall of 1969 with an enrollment 

of 75 students. A kindergarten and pre-school classes have been 

added. 

With the completion of the Little Goose Dam people moved away 
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a nd the enrollmen t fel l. 

The community is very supportive of the activities of the 

sch ool and o f the school adminis tration . The community and school 

are a ver y closel y knit unit. 

The high sch ool continued until 1 955 when i t was consolidated 

with Dayton School District #2. A bus is operated daily to bring 

high school stu dents to Dayton . 

The old brick building was sold t o Mr. Jones wh o uses it as a 

residence and a chur c h . 

Some early teachers were Mr. McCullough, Daisy , Marie 

Stack. 
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LOST SPRINGS SCHOOL DISTRICT #37 

This school was begun in 1883 with Addie Riddle as the first 

teacher. It was managed by one director, William Anderson, and a 

clerk, Clark Struthers. It had an enrollment of 6 pupils. By 1924 

enrollment had increased to 16 pupils. The school house was a 

small, one room building and was fairly well equipped. 

In 1919 the old building was removed and a modern building 

erected. It had a large general schoolroom with seating capac·ity 

of 18. There was also a smaller primary room used when there were 

enough children to employ two teachers. In addition there were 

three smaller rooms, one was equipped as a kitchen while the other 

two rooms were used as lunch rooms. Other features were well water 

that was piped into the building and a concrete basement where fuel 

was stored. In 1924 and a number of preceding years the hot lunch 

system was a distinctive feature. 

At one time, I have been told, there was a two year high 

school that was held in addition·to the eight grades. 

This was a wealthy.community and one of the most active and 

untiring in their support of their schools. Lost Springs was the 

community center for McKay, Menoken, and Colville Spring~ 

districts. 

Teachers included Evelyn Hugh, Pauling Love, and Addie Riddle. 

This school closed in 1927 and consolidated with Prescott 

School District. 

The school building and the barn were torn down and made into 
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a house by J . B. Witt. The Jay Penner family lives in the house 

now. 
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GLEN GROVE SCHOOL DISTRICT #38 

This district, about 10 miles northeast of Dayton, was 

organized in about 1885. The school was housed three of the years 

it was in session in three different buildings. The l~st building 

is the one in the picture above. 

The first teacher was Cephas Morgan and Frances Martin was 

district clerk. Mr. R. o. Hawks was County Superintendent. 

Among the 19 students who attended the first school were Mr. 

& Mrs. J. N. Startin and Mr. Ed Thomas. Mr. Startin served as 

director for 25 years. He had ten children who.also attended this 

school. 

Sometime before 1924 a modern rural school house was 

constructed at a more convenient location than the old one on the 

South Patit. 

In 1924 Miss Blanche Parman, an early teacher, wrote the 

following; "An excellent community spirit exists in the community, 

they supported the school and all its activities and are willing to 

do what they can to help in any way. They are willing to pay a 20 

Mill levy on their property in order that they may maintain a 

school. 

"I think rural schools are just as essential as town or city 

schools. Thousands of children in the United States are educated 

in rural schools. Some of them would have no education at all were 

there no schools near their homes. These children are entitled to 

an education close to home, as well as town children. Sometimes 
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the pupils learn more and do their work more thoroughly in rural 

schools, because the teacher has more time for individual work. In 

fact, some people prefer to send their children to a good rural 

school . I think it's best for smaller rural schools to 

consolidate. That way pupils have more advantages by way of larger 

buildings and more equipment. In some cases, consolidation is 

impossible because of bad roals, distance to school, and a means of 

conveyance for the children." 

Glen Grove got its name because it was located in a glen or 

clearing surrounded by a grove of trees . 

Families whose children attended Glen Grove School were the 

Joe Dolish, Earl Startin, Joe Startin, Bob Pugh, and Glen Hutchens 

families. 

It is interesting to note that three grandchildren of the 

first teacher, Cephas Morgan, attended this school. 

daughter Flora Morgan was County Superintendent. 

Also, his 

Teachers who taught at Glen Grove include Marge Whitemore, 

Dorathy Hatley, Blanche Parman. 

The school closed in 1935. In 1937 the school building was 

moved to the site of the Dittemore School. These two buildings 

were joined together and became the Patit Valley Grange Hall. 
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CHARD OR PATAHA DISTRICT #39 

On April 29, 1882 District #39 was formed from a portion of 

District #19, known as the Whitebird District. This was a union 

district, as it was called in 1882. That means part of the 

district was in one county and part in another county. In this 
I 
! 

case, part of the Chard district was in Columbia County and part in 

Garfield County. 

The first school board consisted of Samuel Malcolm, who had 

been .one of the directors of the Whitebird school board, Alex 

Logan, and William Buckley. Mr. C. C. Griffith acted as clerk. 

Other early directors were Mrs. Henry Day, Mrs. A. M. D. Day, and 

Elizabeth Costin. They all received their mail at Tucannon, a post 

office long ago discontinued. 

The school was called by both the Chard and Pataha names. It 

was located-across the creek from the Chard Railway Station and was 

named for the William Chard family on whose property it was 

located. 

The building was of moderate size·, but in every way a model 

building. It was well equipped with everything necessary. t0 

maintain a good school . It was lighted· when neqessary with 

reflection kerosene lamps. Pictures of Lincoln and Washington hung 

on the walls. There were two outhouses and a barn on the grounds. 

There was a well on the grounds_ with a pitcher pump. The 

children kept the water ·cooler filled with water. Each child had 
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his or her own cup to drink from. 

Near the school was a railroad trestle. one day as the train 

was coming down the track from Starbuck, the bridge collapsed, and 

the train fell into the Pataha Creek. Lots of excitement for the 

school children. 

One teacher, Mrs. Hood, played the trumpet and drums. She 

taught three children to play the trumpet and another to play the 

saxophone. Someone else learned to play the drums. As a result 

they had a fine band. 

Later Mrs . Hood was hurt when the chair in which she was 

sitting fell backwards over a raised area in the front of the 

building. She was hurt so badly she could no longer teach. Her 

sister, Mrs. Bolton replaced her. Occasionally her husband, Mr. 

Bolton, had to help maintain discipline. 

Families who attended the school were the Bishop, Cresswell, 

McDowell, Polumsky, Lloyd Trosper Ruchert, and Kimball families. 

These school children liked to play baseball so they played in 

competition with neighboring schools. 

Just before the school was permanently closed, Chard School, 

and Oliphant School held school on alternating years. Jake Kimball 

in later years took the children to school in his car. 

Finally in 1939 the school was discontinued. The building 

stood on the site until about 1945 or 1946 when it was moved to the 

Calkins farm near by. Mr. Cox who lived at the Calkins place moved 

the building. Mr. Calkins took the bell to Spokane. 

Teachers included Mary Ayres, and Miss Lillian Griffith. 
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1939 

PICTURE - Back Row Left Right: Claude Morgan - he farms on the 

other side of Dodge hill towards Central Ferry, Juanita Eastly -

lives on the coast, Allen Polumsky, Orville Webster, the teacher 

may have been Miss Rogers. 

Second Row Left to Right : Kenneth Price - He lives on highway 

towards Pomeroy by an abandoned school, Richard Polumsky , Lloyd 

Otey , Rodney Kimball. 

Front Row: Aggie Po lumsky VonCadow . 
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ROBINETTE MOUNTIAN SCHOOL DISTRICT 40 

The school house was built in 1883. It was built-by John 

Morris and his father. John was also the first teacher. In 1889 

the public road was changed leaving the school house about a 

quarter of a mile from the main road. A few years lat.er the school 

board decided to move the school house nearer to the p~blic road 

and nearer to the center of the district. It seemed quite a 

challenge in those days but the directors were sure it could be 

accomplished. They hired six yoke of oxen from Charles Grupe, and 

two drivers, John Billups and John Griffin. It was a slow process, 

with lots of loud, strong language, but finally it arrived at the 

proper location. The work of moving and finishing the school was 

all volunteer labor. A small room was added to- be used as a cloak 

room. Also a long puilding was built near the school to be used 

for both a woodshed and a barn. Two outhouses were constructed. 

Some early teachers were Ed Fouts, who later became a prominent 

lawyer in Dayton. Other early teachers were, W.W. Hendron, John 

Woods, and Mrs Ella Terpening. 

When the district was first organized they had only 5 months of 

school but as the years progressed the term was lengthened to nine 

months. 

Ida Abbott, a teacher in 1924 says that she feel sure that as 

a neighborhood they had their share of community spirit. All felt 

that they want to have the best school ·possible in the way of 

education, so the boys and girls would not be sorry they lived way 
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up in the "sticks". 

Mrs. Wanda (Greiner) Walker remembers that they lived about 

four and one half miles from school, and walked.to school.when the 

weather permitted.· Otherwise her father ·took them in a wagon, or 

a sled in winter. One night they were in the sled going to _an 

entertainment when the sled tipped over and was righted again but 

when she arrived at the school she had lost a shoe. and overshoe. 

The found_ them on their way home,·· in the place where the sled had 

tipped over. 

She remembers at one time, there were only girls in the school 

so she took the part of a boy in a play. Her mother always cut her 

hair and for the play she even cut Wanda's hair to look like a 

boy's hair cut, much to Wanda's dislike. Two of her sisters Maxine 

(now Mrs. Earl Marll) and Velma (Mrs. Gates) also attended the 

school. The school was heated by a stove, with a metal jacket 

around it in the front of the room. 

Janice Geitzen Ward remembers the following: the school was 

ten or twelve mile from town. She lived three miles from the 

school and road her horse as did many of the children. Everyday 

two pupils were selected to go about one half of a mile to a well 

for a bucket of water. 

The winters were very severe and sometimes it was so cold that 

the big jacketed stove would scarcely keep the room warm. 

Sometimes the students brought potatoes from home and baked them in 

the ashes of the stove. 

During the years activities consisted of Christmas programs, 

basket socials and spelling bees. Most social gatherings in the 
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community were h e ld at the school. Two or three times a year the 

County Superintendent visited t o see how the children were 

progressing, and to weigh and measure the pupils. 

The school was a small one so the pupils were more like a family 

and got along very well together. Some later teachers were Rose 

Tweedy, W.P. Hopkins, Rachel Cochran, Matte Cochran, Lucille 

(Bunny) Dale, and Eva Vogel . 

Finally the school closed about 1935 or 1936 and consolidated 

with School District Number Two in Dayton. 

~ --·--- -------:-----

ROBENETTE MT. SCHOOL 1933-34 

Front row: 

Back row: 
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Marjorie Hatch, Maxine 
Greiner, Velma Greiner. 

Janice Geitzen, Sofia 
Mitchel, Mary Mitchel and 
Teacher, Bunnie Dale. 



NEW HOPE - DISTRICT #41 

New Hope District #41 was formed in 1884. School was 

maintained there until 1930, then it consolidated with White Bird 

District #19. The first ten years the average enrollment was 25 

pupils. For several years the enrollment was over 30 pupils. In 

1924 there were seven pupils. It housed all eight grades. 

Mr. John Page had been on the school board for over 24 years. Also 

Mr. Walter Jones and Mr. Knud Poulsen were long time school 

directors. 

It is interesting to note that three generations of one fam~ly 

have attended this school. First was Mr. B. Piatt, then ~is 

children Ethel Jones, Vernice Bowman and later Mrs. Jones' 

children, Doris Jones Amen, Lois Jones Charlton, and Elleen Jo~es 

Blessinger. Mr. Walter Jones, husband of Ethel and father of Lois, 

Doris, and Elleen, also attended the school. 

The school house was a community center and served as a church 

building and meeting place for clubs and other organization. 

It was located on what is now Highway-12, just a little north~£ 

were the Messner Grade leaves the highway. (Nine miles north~£ 

Dayton). 

The students.brought their lunches from home and each ch~d 

had his own cup that hung on designated.nails. Water was carr~ed 

for the Oren .Jones place which later wa~ known as Enrich plaq~. 

Students carried the water pails. 

There were programs for special days with music provided by fan 
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old pump organ. All school singing was part of the daily routine. 

The students participated in the county declamation and spelling 

contests. W.W. Hendron, County Superintendent came to make awards 

and visit the school. Mrs. Amen remembers that the boys dug big 

caves in the hillside behind the school at noon and recess. Girls 

were not allowed in much to their disgust. 

During the winter pupils enjoyed sliding down hills on their 

barrel stave sleds and in the spring and fall they used their sleds 

to slide down the grassy hillsides. Clothes became very dirty, and 

mothers were sometimes a little upset. 

The teachers lived with families nearest the school. Some 

teachers people have remembered are James Bradford, Valeria Schmit, 

Kathryn Mccully {Frick), Cleo Knight, Uva Kennedy Hubbard, Isabelle 

Banks Douglas, and G.S. Livengood. 

The building on the campus were school building, a woodshed, 

barn,. and two toilets. 

Harold Poulsen remembers he rode horseback and his dad, Knud, 

took hay and grain to the school to store in the barn. They 

watered the horses at noon at Enrich' s, across the road. Sometimes 

during the noon hour the boys raced their horses up and down the 

Willow Creek Road, a short distance from the school. 

Uva Kennedy Hubbard McCall remembers that she started teaching 

at New Hope for $100.00 a month. $900.00 was what she paid for a 

new Pontiac Coupe she bought that year to get to school. 
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Odetta Mae Knight 
Eileen Jones 
Malver n Patton 
Helen Poulsen 
Pete Harris 
Leonard Patton 
Doris Jones 
James Poulsen 
Marion Jones 
Olive Rae Knight 
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MT. PLEASANT DISTRICT #45 

(Joint with Walla Walla School Dist. #46) 

The school probably was started before 1894 and was held in a 

rude building but in 189-5 (july) the directors (L.B. Rayburn, 

c. w. Sanders, George Chapman, J ► F. Bamford, J. E. Stepheson) 

ordered that a new buildi"ng be erected for $47.00. It. was to.be 

20'x30'. This building was to be completed by September 1, 1895 so 

school could be held. 

During this time the mountain was thickly populated with 

homes, therefore there was a remarkably large school attendance. 

Old records show that between 30 to 40 pupils were enrolled. 

In 1921 there were only three pupils attending but in 1924 the 

enrollment was increased to 18. 

The severe winter weather was a great drawback; so when the 

first school began the term was only three months. Later school 

was held for three months in the fall and three months in the 

spring. Gradually the term was lengthened to nine months. 

The snow in winter on Mt. Pleasant averaged two feet but the 

spirit of the community was undaunted and everyone turned out to 

school and community activities. 

This was an area ·of beautiful mountain scenery, especially in 

fall and winter. On clear days the Cascade Range, Mt. Hood, Mt. 

Rainier, Lewis Peak, and the Oregon Buttes were clearly visible. 

One interesting sidelight- Mr L. B. Rayburn was a school board 

member ·when the district was organized. His son, Delos Rayburn, 
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attended school there and a grandson, Jay Rayburn, was a board 

member when it ciosed in 1944. 

Mrs. Uva Hubbard McCall remembers her mother, Grace Reis, who 

attended Field's Gulch· School, saying about boarding around at 

various homes was that she learned pine squirrels were good _eating. 

The school closed in 1944 and the land the school was built on 

is now owned.by Mr. Jay Rayburn - grandson of _the original owner. 

Mona Ward remembers tha·t two boys were appointed each week to 

carry water from a spring on the hillside. Each child had his own 

cup. 

Often teachers lived some distance from the school and the 

only way to get there was on horseback. When Mona Ward taught here 

the snow was so deep her horse could not f launder through the 

drifts, so she had to give up very pleasant living conditions and 

move into an already crowded home which was nearer the school. 

Isabelle Douglas taught here in about 1929, the pupils were 

Ben, Augusta, Fanny and John Sutton, Ruth and Jay Rayburn, Roberta 

and Joe Woods, Elsie and Delbert Davis, and Beatrice Swanson.· Two 

families rolled up in their sheep camp wagons, in which they lived 

that winter. Beatrice Boyle a little Indian girl lived in one 

wagon and attended school. 

Probably one of the most memorable events was when Mrs. Davis 

shoveled a trail for the horse so her children, Elsie and Delbert, 

could get to school. It took lots of strength and love for your 

children to dig snow with a scoop shovel for miles and xniles. 

Finally the children stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Summers when the snow 

was too deep~ The teacher didn't get to town for months at a ~ime. 
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She says for entertainment during play periods and weekends 

were coasting, skiing, and playing "Fox and Geese". Also they took 

two home made sleds, bolted a 2xl2 board to the bac k sled. The 

front sled had a big bolt through the plank. They nailed cleats 

about every 18" apart to put feet on. The one in front guided the 

bob sled and the rest sat lightly packed together with arms around 

the person in front, feet on the c leats and knees bent . The one on 

the back was on his knees with hands on the shoulders o f the person 

in front of him. By leaning he helped guide the "toboggan" down 

the hill. It was great fun. 

A few years later Isabelle Douglas taught again and by that 

time they had built a teacher's cottage. 

Other teachers who taught at Mt. Pleasant through the years 

were Agnes Calwell, Eunice Oales, Gertruce Pennly, Georgia Proctor, 

D. J. Ingrahm, w. D. Fox, Cleo Hutchinson Knight, A. R. Sherwood, 

Dalla Mierhead, Ruth Martin, Uva Hubbard McCall, Lillian Pounds, 

Juanita Hubbs Harting, Sandy Frigitt, and Isabelle Banks Douglas. 

Mt. Pleasant consolidated with Columbia about 1945. The 

teacher's cottage became part of the Ketcherside home and the 

~ _, 
.. , 
-)..! 

108 



COLVILLE SPRINGS DISTRICT #46 

Colville Springs School was named for a very fine, cold spring 

of water that furnished an abundant supply for the school. 

In the early days when the stage coach traveled the Mullan 

Road, which passed very near these springs, the drivers stopped to 

refresh both travelers and horses with cool, delicious water. 

Water from this spring was carried in a pail daily by the 

pupils. They drank from one dipper for all the children. 

The building had two entrances, one for girls and the other 

for boys. In addition there were two outhouses, a barn, and a 

small teacher's cottage. It was heated by a pot-bellied stove. 

The noon recess was one hour long so the children a lot of 

time to play. The games they played were Pump, Pump, Pull Away; 

Kick the Can; Run, Sheep, Run; and in winter they played Fox and 

Geese. 

In winter there was always plenty of snow. They even removed 

a door from the school room and used it as a sled to slide down 

many of the surrounding hills. What fun!! One winter there was so 

much snow the school was closed for six weeks. 

one former pupil remembers taking an old buggy and putting a 

flat bed on it and fastening a rope on the front wheels to guide it 

and then racing down the hills. It was a lot of fun to ride down 

those hills until one day-he hit a tree and broke his arm. That 

was the-end of his fun. 

Another pupil remembers that he put a rifle cartridge on top 
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of the stove and it exploded with a loud n o i se. The teacher 

happened to be standing near the stove. 

severely punished . 

The culprit was very 

The r e were sch oo l programs at ho l iday times throughout the 

year and most especially at Christmas when there were sacks of 

candy and somet imes nuts for everyone. 

Families whose children attended the school included Malloy, 

Wood , Campbell Wolf, Tull, Jensen , Barger, Walden, Shea, and 

Johnson. 

Sadie Brew, Blanche Morgan Hudson, Mrs . Bunch, A. R. Sherwood, 

Marian Burich, Nellie Lee, and Mrs. Parks were all teachers who 

taught at Colville Springs. 

Pupils in the eighth grade had to go to Prescott t o take state 

examinations that were required for all rural school eighth graders 

to take and pass before they could enter high school. This 

practice continued until 1973 when standard tests were given. 

In about 1933 the s chool closed and the district consolidated 

with the Prescott School District in Walla Walla County . 
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This is a picture of the pupils who a ttended Colville Spring 

School i s 1913. 

Seated o n the ground - Mayme Wood 

First row ( left to right) Don Davis , Jennie Wood, Wesley 

Jensen, Mike Shea, Francis Wood (father of County Commis sioner Geo. 

Wood), Eva Johnson, Mary Johnson. 

Back row Cora Wood, Ida Jensen, Lois Shea, Mabel Jensen, 

Minnie Jensen, Miss Nellie Lee, teacher. 
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RUSSELL SCHOOL DISTRICT #49 

This school was organ~zed in .1890 and held in a small building 

no one seems to know where. 

In 1895 a new building was constructed on_ land given to the 

district by James A. Russell, a pioneer who came to the area in a 

oovered wagon from Coffee County,_ Kansas in 1878. The school was 
.. 

therefore called·the Russell school. A member of that family, 

Murphy Russell, still lives on the property. One teacher Kathrine 

Frey married Jack Russell, son of James A., and father of Murphy 

Russell. 

The setting of the school was a very beautiful one, along the 

Tucannon River with lots of trees and very high hills surroundi'ng 

it. 

The new building was a large one with 12 foot ceilings. It 

was heated with a large iron stove that burned wood and had a wide· 

strip of tin encircling it. The stove was located in the center ,of 

the room. Other buildings on the grounds were a wood shed and barn 

for horses of those who rode horseback to school and two outhouses. 

Teachers usually boarded and roomed with the family nearest to 

the school. 
... 

All the schools in the area went up to Waterman School for 

programs and dances. as that school had a·stage and was large enough 

to accommodate more people. 

Margaret (Maggie) Jackson who was 95 years old in 1990 

attended Russell School as a child. She says the water supply_came 

from the Tucannon River. 
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Each day two pupils from the school took the pail and went to 

the river for water. She and Dewey Donohue would go for water 

together and sing as they walked along. If they were to have a 

program Maggie and Dewy would practice the songs they were to sing· 

for the Literary Society.· Katie Frey played the organ and taught 

her pupils to sing. 

Winter was lots of fun, the children built barrels staves 

sleds, and would ·slide down the many hills in the area. 

Sometimes they would pack the snow down hard and even pour water· on 

the snow so they would have a smooth surface to skate on. They 

even did square dances on it. One boy could play the harmonica so 

as he would play while the rest danced. Sometimes there were 

enough students to have two or even three sets. Maggie was the 

caller. They always had a lot of fun. 

Some of the teachers who taught there were - Mildred Minnick, 

Mildred Warner Trump, Carolyn Oliver, Ara Burkhart, Alice Ryan, Mr. 

Olmstead, Jack griffin, Nelson McGride, Louise Hermes, Mary.Flynn, 

Edna Hogberg, Christine Carter, Kate Hathaway, Mary Bayliss, and 

Ash Oliver. 

Frequently the Indians camped in the area. They fished and 

hunted and dried the meat and hides which was interesting for the 

children to see. 

Someone tells an story about a teacher, Mr. Shaffer, who had 

a peg leg. One day he found a snake that a youngster had put in 

his .desk drawer. If frightened him so bad, he fell back and his 

peg leg flew off. What a surprise for the children. 
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The school continued until 1943 when it consolidated with 

Marengo School Distri ct . It was then moved t o the foot of the 

Blind Grade by the government trapper Merl e Hoosh agen who built on e 

more room and used it as a residence. 
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WATERMAN SCHOOL DISTRI CT #52 

This district was organized in 1897 . Mr. C. H. Waterman 

donated the land for building a sch ool house. Everyone willingly 

donated work , and by fall a new building was ready for use. 

Mi ss Ethe l Waterman began the first school t e rm with an 

enrollment of 18 pupils. This enrollment decreased until the year 

1918 when onl y three were left. 

In November 1921, the building burned, but still this did not 

deter the plucky little neighborhood from con tinuing school. It 

was held in a vacant house and later in an o ld school house out of 

the district. 

Mr . Frank Robinson then donated the land for a new log cabin 

school house. It was a great improvement over the o l d building, 

being larger, better lighted , a nd h ad a stage . It was located on 

l a nd that is now owned by the State Game Department. 

Gradually the people added new fixtures and equipment by 

giving entertainment and dances in the school until in 1924 it was 

a well equipped school with 14 pupils in all 8 grades . 
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Much of the success of the school was due to the untiring 

efforts on Mrs. G. S. Watson who was on the school board for many 

•years· Because she was such an willing worker,. the school was 

sometimes known as the Wa~son School. 

The school was the social center of the community as well as 

a place to educate the children. The ·community was a close knit 

group of people. 

Many dances and box socials were held.in the school building. 

Music was furnished by Mr. Pettichord who played the fiddle, 

Harrison Ogden played the banjo, and the Pettichord sisters, 

Florence and Bernice, chorded on the pump organ. In later years 

Ollie Clark and Albert Martin played for the dances. At these 

dances the women made cakes and sandwiches to serve about midnight 

and the coffee was made in a boiler on top of the pot bellied stove 

that heated the building. 

The community exchanged dances with Russell School and Black 

Hawk School that was located in Garfield county. 

Early families in the area who had children who attended 

school at Waterman were- Waldo Hoffeditz, Cormier I Pettichord, 

Watson, Farley, Warner, Hines, Oliver, Sevanzig. 

· Teachers roomed and boarded with families of the district, one 

month with each family. 

There was no barn at this school, just two outhouses. The 

children all walked to school. 

Russell and Waterman Schools . joined each other for their 

Christmas programs because Waterman had a stage. 
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Early teachers were Ella Morrcish and Ethel Waterman, Mrs. 

M. E. Miller, Mary Flynn,_ Edna Hogberg, Christine Carter, Kate 

Hathaway, Mary Bayliss, Myrtle Mc Millan~ 

The school closed about 1941. It was consolidated with_ 

Russell School District. About 1940 the building was torn down log 

by log and rebuilt on Echler Mountain a~ a cabin. It is still in 

use. I have heard the cabin is owned by · Inez Longen·. 
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GRUPE SCHOOL DISTRICT #53 

The Grupe was opened about 1902 on an acre of ground given to 

the district by Mrs. c. E. Grupe. The name Grupe School was given 

to the school in her honor. 

It was located on Eckler Mountain on a road that used to be 

known as Cougar Canyon Road. 

The land was given to the district by the Grupe family with 

the provision no dances be held in the building. If ever dances 

were held in the building, the school would be closed and the land 

given back to the Grupe family. 

In addition to farming, the Grupe family owned a sawmill that 

was located on part of their property. 

Grupe School taught all eight grades. One early teacher, Miss 

Drysdale was fired during her first term because she was- so cruel 

to the pupils. A Miss Byrd started one term but couldn't control 

the children, especially the older boys. Her brother, Lester Byrd, 

attempted to teach the school but he too failed. A Miss Littlejolm 

finished the term with no trou~le at all. 

At Christmas -time the Grupe School and Mt.. Vernon School had 

their programs together at the Mt. Vernon school because it was 

larger. In addition to.the program, both children and adults were 

given treats of candy, nuts, and oranges. ln some cases this was 

the only Christmas celebration these families had. 

Other teachers included Miss Nelson, Louise Meyers, Pearl 

Spragg Eaton, Mabel Bennett, Vera Burlingame, Frances Lowder, 
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Margaret McDonald, Ernestine Evans, Nora Wait , Mattie Elwell 

Cochran, Rachel Cochran, and Uva Kennedy McCall. 

Isabelle Banks Douglas taught the last term the school was 

open, 1949-1950. It was one of the last rural schools to be 

consolidated with Dayton School District #2 . 

The building was moved to the Russell Fletcher Farm, located 

on the Patit Creek . 
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JACKSON SCHOOL DISTRICT #57 

on June 26, 1893, C. s. Terpening, who was then County· 

Superintendent of Schools established a district on the Tucannon 

River, largely from Whitebird District #19. The first directors 

were R. A. Jackson, H. W. King, and R. B. Gentry with George W. 

Ross as clerk . 

Like all schools in the Tucannon River area, the matter of 

finances was rather hard but the district was always able to 

maintain eight months of school, although it caused some sacrifice 

on the part of the people. 

The school was named for R. A. Jackson on whose property the 

school was located. Mr. Jackson had a family of 12 children - 8 

boys and 4 girls. Their home was large with three stories . The 

attic was equipped as a play room or gym and was often used as a 

boxing arena . The boys really enjoyed this. one of the boys went 

on and had a semi-professional boxing career. 

About 1934 the school was consolidated with the Whitebird 

District. 

Among the teachers who taught at the school are Maude 

Drysdale, Louis Vaughon, Edna Atwood, Margaret Ogden Jackson, and 

Della Ogden Hoskins. !i"' 

120 



WHETSTONE SCHOOL DISTRICT #102 

Whetstone School was named for Mr. Thomas.Whetstone who came 

to the area in 1860 and filed on a homestead in 1867. He was the 

first one in Columbia County to receive his patent from the 

government in 1872. 

In 1924 the district consisted of 2 former districts known as 

Wright School and Lym.an School. 

The Lym.an School was organized in 1878 by Jack R. Harmon, 

William Walsh, Archie Bishop with Oscar Young as Clerk. A few 

years later in 1880 the names of Corneluis Lyman, Live Watrous, and 

John Knox appeared on the board and their service was long. When 

organized there were 27 pupils. 

The teachers of the first Whetstone School can testify that 

the little bungalow type school house was none too large with a 

single row of seats along each side with an aisle between and a 4' 

by 5' blackboard. Later a larger blackboard was built across one 

end of the building. 

During Mrs . Terpening' s term as County Superintendent a modern 

school house was built with ample room, good lighting, and an 

adequate heating stove. 

In 1920 three districts were consolidated; Whetstone, 

Lym.an, and Wright. They then became known as the Whetstone School 

District. The building was then moved to a site about a mile away 

on land owned by Archie Bishop, one of the first directors. It 

housed all 8 grades. 
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Some time later the o l d Thorn Hollow School building was moved 

on to the property and used as a meeting place for the Whetstone 

Farm Bureau and Home Economic Club . 

Harry Kennedy was an early teacher also Nola Jones . In later 

years Mrs . Lenora Phelps, Mattie Cochran, Cleo Hutcheson Knight, 

Dorothy Rennewanz, and Aleta Balch Talbott taught there. 

The school continued until 1944 when it was consolidated with 

Dayton School Distri ct #2 . 

For several years af t er it closed the building was used as a 

meeting place f or the Whetstone Farm Bu reau and t h e Home Economic 

Club. 

Finally i t was t orn down a nd Guy Wiles built a home in Dayton 

from the materia l . 
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FIELDS GULCH SCHOOL DISTRICT 3 f 

This was an early school located eight miles north of 

Prescott, near Starbuck . 

This picture was taken in 1897 standing left to right: 

Doll Bickelhaupt, Alma Whiting, Cora Whiting, 
Bernie Whiting, teacher Lana Balch, Fred 
Brown, Mo4liit Brown, Mae Brp;wn, Grace Reis, 
Myrth Reis. e, 

Middle row: 

Miss Winderoth, Bertha Lukinbeal (Mrs . Tom 
Shea) 

Front row: 

Fred Winderoth, Ralph Lukinbea l, Fred Hofer, 
Paul Hofer, Percy Hofer, William Wallace. 

Helen Brooksbank, whose mother-in-law Alma Whiting attended 

the school, taught at Field's Gulch in the late 1930's. 

Bernie Whiting's father had a ranch in the area and later 

owned a drugstore in Starbuck, WA. 

~'!:_~:r~:{:.~~;!_H~·· .,· . ·:.:. ~~----~~~~-t"" -, ' 
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AUTOGRAPH BOOKS 

Autograph boo.ks, or memory books as they were sometimes 

called, were usually brought to school the last week of the term. 

In these books friends and teachers wrote appropriate verses - some 

were funny, some sentimental, and some gave advice. 

These were small books, usually about five inches by seven 

inches in size. The covers were made of a stiff sort of cardboard, 

simulated leather, or sometimes velvet. The covers were decorated 

with pictures of sprays of flowers or anything very ornate. The 

pages of some books were of varicolored paper of just plain white 

paper. 

The first page of the book was usually reserved for the 

teacher who usually wrote a few lines wishing its owner good luck 

at whatever he or she did in later life. Then the book was passed 

from person to person. It took much concentration from each child 

to write just in the right verse or sentiment that would suit the 

owner of the book. 

The writers used their very best penmanship, complete with 

many flourishes; and maybe even a drawing or two. 

Both boys and girls owned these autograph books and wrote in 

each others books . Young men and women who were in no longer going 

to school also circulated these books among their friends and 

relatives. 
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These books have been passea aown to succeeding generations 

who have enjoyed reading them and prize them highly as remembrances 

of long ago times. 

Here are some samples of the rhymes written in these books­

This writer got right to the point - As sure as grass grows 

'round a stump, You are my darling sugar lump. 

One boy wrote - Five things observe with care 

Of whom you speak, 

To whom you speak, 

And how and when and where 

Someone who was interested in manners wrote -

There are five little words I'll have you to know 

They are Pardon Me, Thank You,, and Please. 

Oh, use them quite often wherever you go 

There are few words more useful than these. 

Trying to be funny someone wrote -

Sauerkraut smells and so do you 

Your feet smell and the rest of you does too. 

A dear friend might write -

When another day is ending 

And the sun sets in the west, 

Think a little thought of me­

Your friend who loves you best. 

Following are copies of pages of autograph books form Lila 

Frost and Hattie Bloomfield. 
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Carl Arthur Nelson 
1900 - 1985 

Superintendent of Dayton School District No. 2 1926 - 1962 

Carl Nelson was born in Washington's Skagit County near the town of Mount Vernon. His 
elementary schooling was in rural schools of the area and he attended Mt. Vernon's High School. 
Patriotism interrupted his senior year when he enlisted in the Tank Corp. He was trained at the 
Army's Gettysburg, Pennsylvania Tank Center and served until the Armistice. He returned to Mt 
Vernon High School and finished his ~enior year with the class of 1919. 

He spent the next four years at Pullman's Washington State College and received his 
Bachelor of Arts Degree with the class of 1 923. He probably did not visit Dayton to make his 
application as this was seldom a requisite for teaching positions, but his excellent scholastic record 
was sufficient to impress any school board. He was elected to teach science, mathematics and coach 
the baseball team for the 1923-24 school term. The Principal's position became vacant the 
following year and this man that exuded a quiet, no nonsense firmness that commanded the respect of 
all that met him was chosen by the Board to assume this responsibility for the 1924-25 school 
term. 

The position of Superintendent became vacant in the Spring of 1926 and Carl was among the 
candidates that were interviewed and considered by the Board of Directors. Their selection of Carl 
Nelson was announced at the regular meeting in April. Carl used to reflect that he, "became the 
Superintendent at the age of 26 in 1926". It was during these first years as the Superintendent of 
Dayton's Schools that a vacancy was created by the loss of the County Superintendent of Schools. 
The Commissioners approached Carl Nelson, who accepted once arrangements were agreed upon 
between the Dayton School Board and the County Commissioners, to fill this temporary vacancy 
until the next election, This exposed him to many of the records of the early schools in Columbia 
County and influenced his eventual decision on a topic for his graduate study thesis. 

Mr. Nelson had set himself the goal of a Master's Degree and to that end he was in attendance 
at Washington State College during several summers. The thesis he prepared was a study of the 
schools of Columbia County. The thesis was prepared and submited in 1929, at the culmination of 
his summers of study, and the Master's Degree was granted in 1930. 

Miss Emma Ferris of Lacrosse was the teacher of Home Economics in Dayton's High School 
when she and Carl Nelson met and they married in her home town in 1 927. They raised two fine 
children, Catherine and William. Upon completion of her education, Catherine became a instructor 
at the University of South Dakota where she met and married Dr. Donald Dunlap, a professor in the 
Biology Department. William got a degree in police science before serving a tour as a United 
States Naval officer. He continued in federal service as a Treasury Agent and later transferred to 
the Secret Service. Catherine and her husband are enjoying their retirement with a residence in 
Arizona while Bill and his wife, Janet, have chosen to remain in the Northwest where they are 
sharing retirement with their family. Mrs. Emma Nelson passed away after a brief illness in 
1953. 

A Board of Directors is the final authority in a School District, but their success depends 
upon the Superintendent they employ to keep them informed of needs, provide them with options 
and to administer the district according to their directions. Dayton has been very fortunate to have 
chosen so many board members with a respect for one another. that made meetings efficient 
exchanges that could adjourn 'vYith the confidence that their decisions would be wisely administered 
by Superintendent Carl A. Nelson whom they trusted and respected. 

The careful handling of financial affairs in the late 1920's made Dayton's progress through 
the Depression of the 1930's unique in at least three respects. Dayton never had to cut the 
salaries, they continued annual raises although so small that they were hardly perceptible within 
any one pay check and third, they were never in a deficit situation that required payments being 
made by interest bearing warrants. 



The Pietrzycki endowment, despite the restrictions on itsuse, certainly enhanced the 
financial situation of the Dayton Schools and permitted their joint funding of two Work's Pr~gress 
Aministration projects: the football stadium and adjacent field house, a_nd the bus garage with the 
vocaional agriculture facilities located at its east end. . 

The Depression was also characterized by a general disenchantment with authority from the 
top federal level to the local. Carl was keenly aware of the_ need for. ~ublic relations and was very 
fortunate in the choice of coaches who produced many athlet1G compet1t1ons that became a source of 
public pride and championed the patron's support of the schools. 

Carl served a total of 39 years in the Dayton Schools, the last 36 were as the 
Superintendent. This was a mile stone recognized in the. educational circles of the entire state. Carl 
probably thought he was bringing it to a end when he officially announced to a January Board 
Meeting that he was retiring with the conclusion of the 1 9 61-6 2 term. In his own words he was, 
"Retiring at the age of 62 in 1962." In response to .friends and reporters questions about his 
future plans, Carl replied, that he planned, "To remain in Dayton, "A bit of travel", and the 
possibility of "going into business". 

Shortly after he left the schools, Carl married Mrs. Naomi Danielson, a Waitsburg farmer's 
widow. Carl owned farm land on Mt. Pleasant and the couple had planned upon a retirement life in 
the ·Touchet Valley where they could watch after their respective farming interests. 

Retirement from education was not to be as Carl's availability prompted at least two 
invitations. The first was from the State's Superintendent who reportedly asked him to consider 
joining the Olympia staff in the capacity of advisor. The second invitation came from Whit Allen, 
Yakima County Superintendent, who was in need of a knowledgable expert on school finance. Mr. 
Allen later reported that no one was more surprised than he at Carl's acceptance. Mr. Allen was in 
dire need and often invited retiring administrators, but to be accepted by the unofficial "Dean of 
Superintendents" was one of his most gratifying moments. Carl and Naomi bought a home in Yakima 
and Carl worked at the Yakima County Courthouse until his official retirement in 1972. Whit Allen 
reported that Carl had confided in him that he never considered the State's offer because. "it was too 
far away from the Touchet Valley." Apparently Carl and Naomi felt that Yakima was in the 
neighborhood and both continued to think of the valley as home. They continued a very active life in 
their Yakima church and a variety senior citizen affairs until Naomi's passing in January 1985. 
Carl remained in a retirement apartment and kept up a active life until he passed away in 
September 1 985. 

Many have expressed the sentiment that knowing Mr. Nelson was a great honor. I can 
personally attest to this because I knew him as my Dayton teacher in higher math, he continued to 
teach during much of his career, as the Superintendent in Dayton and again in Yakima County as the 
financial advisor to our co-operative instructional materials library and lastly as a family friend. 
I cherish his memory . 

. Carl Arthur Nelson's biographical information prepared for Charlotte Ostroot Hutchens' Second 
Printing of "Early Columbia County Schools" by Richard H. Gaines, Dayton High School Class of '49. 

NOTE: The pictures of the schools in this book were carefully removed from a 
copy of Mr. Nelson's thesis and negatives made from these pictures. Then the 
pictures were returned to their proper places in the thesis. Many people have 
enjoyed prints of these pictures and I am very happy to share them with you in 
this book. 



In 1902 these were the districts where school was held and some of the teachers. 

District 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

School 

Columbia 

Dayton 

Mt. Vernon 

Winnett 

Barkers ville 

Copper 

Huntsville 

Turner-Wilson 

Dittemore-Armstrong 

Enterprise 

McKay 

Bundy 

Marengo 

Star 

Baldwin 

Highland 

Fairview 

Sargent-Riviera 

White Bird-Tukanon 

Delaney 

Mountain Home 

Pine Grove 

Menoken 

Smith Hollow 

Daggett 

Tate-Spackman 

James 

Teacher 

Harry Kennedy, T.A. Rogers 

Mabel Jones 

Ed Fry 

Stella Houtchens, Flavis Brooks 

Rose Tweedy 

Kate Murphy 

Laura Long 

Irene Sanford 

Ella Terpenning 

Burnelle Choate 

G. S. Livengood 

Mary Ayres 

Frank Davis 

Mary E. Miles 

Gertrude Hilbert 

Bea Richmond 

K. C. ~urphy 

Agnes Finlay 

Ethel Demon 

Laura Long 

Lila Bigelow 



28 Watrous 

29 Touchet-Jim Creek 

30 Whiskey Creek 

31 Covello 

32 Thorn Hollow 

33, 34, 35 Starbuck 

36 Wright 

37 Lost Springs 

38 Glen Grove-Storhn 

39 Chard-Pataha 

40 Robinette Mountain 

41 New Hope 

45 Mt. Pleasant 

46 Colville Springs 

47 Alto 

48 Blue Mountain 

49 Russell-Tucannon 

50 Franklin 

51 Jackson 

52 Waterman 

53 Eckler,..... G-v-l..\.?E 

54 Gross Dollarhide 

60 Blessinger 

101 Alto 

102 Whetstone 

Ridge 

Mary Ingram 

C. L. Whitanack 

Ella Hubbell 

Cora_M. Fitzgerald 

Nancy Ayers 

Clyde Simmons, Alberta Gerkeny, 
Nola Davis 

Myrtle Hutcheon 

Pauline Love 

Marge Whittemore 

Mary Ayers 

Rose Tweedy 

G. S. Livengood 

A. R. Sherwood 

Ada Bickelhaupt 

Cora Desmond 

Wilson McBride 

Edna Heston 

Nora Davis 

Ethel Waterman 


